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PATRICK CONLIN.

MESSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

RETURNING

WITHOUT APPROVAL H. E. 22387, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE
RELIEF OF PATRICE CONLIN.”

Feervary 27, 1907.—HRead; referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and
ordered to be printed.

To the House of Representatives:

I return without approval H. R. 22367, entitled ** An act for the
relief of Patrick Conlin.” This seems to me a highly objectionable
measure. It requires the falsification of records that should be kept
inviolate, and it confers a favor without any warrant whatever, as far
as | can see, upon one civilian camp follower out of the legions of such
camp followers who rendered service to the troops during the period
of the civil war. The bill would establish a most demoralizing and
vicious precedent if enacted into law. I accordingly approve of the
memorandun of The Military Secretary, herewith submitted.

Trueonporr RooseEvELT.
Tae Wwite House, February 26, 1907, :

[H. R. 223867, Fifty-ninth (‘mrmd the United States of America; at the second sewion, n
and held at the ety of Washington on Monday, the third day of December, one thousand nine
hundred and #ix.]

AN ACT For the reliefl of Patrick Conlio.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Kepresentatives of the United States of America
in Congress arsembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized
and directed to place the name of Patrick Conlin on the records as a member of
Company 1, Fifty-sventh iment Ohic Volunteer Infantry, and grant him an
hnnmhre discharge, to date from Beptember first, eighteen hundred and gixty-five:
Provided, That no pay, bounty, or other emoluments shall become due or payable
by virtue of the passage of this Act,

J. Gl Caxwon,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
CHarLEs W, FAIRBANES,
iee-President of the United States and President of the Senate,

I certify that this uct originated in the House of Representatives,
A, McDoweLL, Clerk.



2 PATRICK CONLIN.

War DErarTuEsT,
Washington, Felruwary 21, 1907,
My Dear Mg Presipest: | incloee you herewith a bill providing for the honor-
able dircharge of Patrick Conlin, Company I, Fifty-seventh Ohio Volonteer Infantry,
and recommend that the rame be vetoed. 1 inclose also a memorandumn of T
Military Secretary, which states the facts in the case.
ery eincerely, yours,
Wu. H. Tawrr.
The PrESIDENT.

War DEPARTHMENT,
TrRE MILITARY BECHETARY'S (JFFICE.
Washinglon, February 21, 107

Respectfully returned to the honorable the Secretary of War,

The name of Patrick Conlin, for whose relief the accompanying bill {H. R. 22367,
59th Cong., 2d sess.) was , has not been found on the rllsa on file in this
Department, of Company I Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and no evidence
of his enrollment, muster in, or serviee has been found of record in this office. The
Committes on Military Affairs, House of Representatives, was 20 informed in a
report from this Department dated May 7, 1906,

he testimiony submitted in his case is set forth in Senate Report No. 6660, Fiity-
ninth Congress, second session, a copy of which is inclosed.

A bill of the same import {H. . 7926, 59th Cong., 1st sess. ) was returned by this
ufﬁ'milm the Secretary ol War June 24, 1906, with indorsement. in which it is stated
as follows:

“Even if it be admitted that all that iz alleged in behalf of Conlin in the affidavits
submittesl 10 Congress in support of the accompanying hill is troe, it is evident that
Conlin was not a soldier and had no other statue than that of one of 8 legion of
civilian camp followers, who, in one capacity or another, accompanied or served the
varios armies in the feld during the civil war period.”

 Notwithstan ling the fact that Conlin wns not a soldier, and that the official
records of the Fifty-seventh Ohio Infantry Volunteers do not bear his name, it is
now proposed by the accompanying bill to give him the status of an honorably dis-
charged soldier, and undoubiedly the right to a pension, by placing his name on the
otticial records antl granting him an honorable discharge as a member of Company 1.
Fifty-seventh Hegiment Uﬁiu Volunteer Infantry. Such & procedure, even though
authorized by law, would involve the falgification of the war records of an organiza-
tion that pas=sed out of existence more than forty vears ago. It ia needless to sy
that such records ought to be held inviolable.

*1f it is proper by act of Congress to alter the records of the civil war pericd s
as to make them show that men who were not soldiers were snliliers, it wonld be
equally proper to go back to the period of the Revolution and alter the reconds of
that war by an act of Congress o as to meet the needs of those who desire to estab-
lish a Revolutionary ancestry, but whose ancestors unfortunately were not officers
or =oldiers of that war. Indeed, if the correctness of the prinviple involved in the
pending bill is admitted, no historical records, however ancient, will be safe from
such alteration a3 Congress may he persnaded to direct in order to make those records
square with the needs, wishes, or opinions of the present or future generations.

U1, without requiring any alterations of historical records, the pending bill had
simply required that Conlin should hereafter be held and considered to have been a
soldier and honorably discharged (as in the Moffatt case—act approved June 4, 1904),
or +hould be treated i all respects as if he were an honorably discharged roldier,
the bill would not be apen to the grave objection that must now be ar against it,
vig, that it not only authorizes, but requires, the falsification of records that shounld
be kept inviolate.

“It ghould be observed, too, that thers were many other civilian camp followers
during the civil war period who rendered valuable and often hazanlous service with
troops in the field, who suffered wound, imﬁrimnmenr. and many of the other hard-
ghips incident toa soldier’s life, and who have for years been appealing for such
recognition as that which it is proposed to give to Conlin. Should the pending bill
become a law, it will not only encon the many vthers whose claims are eqoally
as strong as Conlin's to appeal for similar legislation in their behalf, bot it will also
encourage like appeals fromm the great numl er of other civilian camp followers of the
civil war, the war with Bpain, and the Philippine insurrection, who have no claim
whatever to consideration.
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The bill last mentioned was returned to the Prezident June 29, 1906, by the Secre-
tary of War with a letter in which, after inviting attention to the report of thia
office, the following was added: It n|l1J wars to me from the report of The Military
Becretary that it is a highly objectionable measure,"

F. . AixawoRTH,
The Military Serretary.

[Benate Report Mo, G0, Fiftyv-uinth Congress, secomnd sesslon, |

The Committee on Military Affairs, which has had under consideration the bill
{ H. K. 22367 ) for the relief of Patrivk Conlin, reports the same favorably and recom-
mends that it do E&w.

A gimilar bill (H. R. 7224) passe:] both Houses in the first eession of the present
Congress, but its passage by the Senate was too late to enable the President to sign
the bill.

The report your committee made upon the similar measure of last session is made
a purt of this report, ne follows:

The Committee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the Lill (11, It 7228)
for the reliel of "atrick Conlin, has carefolly examined the same and begs leave to
report it to the Senate favormbly, recommending its 'smga.

Ae the beneficiary under this bill was never formally muostered into the Volunteer
Army of the United States, but served without enlistment and muster in, attached
to the drem corps of the Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, the War Department
ha+ no information or record of his service. Bul your committee believes that
Conlin's affidavit and the varions affidavits of s commdes, which are on file with
the measure, substantinte his claims, and that he shoulid be given the recognition
provided for in the bill.

The affidavits mentionsl are as follows:

Hicare, Mo., April 10, 1906,
The Comvitrer o3 MILITARY AFFAIRS,
Washington, £, C.:

I was born on March 17, 1850, at Columbus, Ohio; High street. 1 attached mys=elf
to [ Company, Filty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on the 27th of January, 1862,
at Camp Chase, Ohio, [ was about 11 years and 10 montha old, or therealont, M
heifﬂ. wag about 4 feet 84 inches and my weight 90 or 95 pounds, T was attach
to the regimental drmn corpe during the vear 1862 and part of 18860

Left Camp Chaze on March 16, 1862, and ordered to the front. My first engage-
ment was at Shiloh on April 6, 1862, [ wad4 along=ide of Captain Skelton, of Uom-
pany I, Fifty-seventh Ohio, when he was shot in the right arm and disabled,  On
this the 6th of April the army was driven to the Tennessee River, and on the Tth
we repulsed the enemy and drove them to Corinth, Migs. On the Tth 1 carried
water in canteens to the wounded on the field. Our next repular engagement was
Corinth, Mizs, Our regiment was called into line of battle, but all the heavy fight-
ing was done on our extreme left. We, the Fiitv-seventh Ohio, were ordered to
q:.lrd a wazon train from there to Memphis, Tenn, We were then ordered from
there to Arkansas Post, and there entered in an engagement, and with the assistance
of Admiral Porter's fleet we captured everything.

Fromm there we went to Milligans Bend, La., and from there ordered to a=sist
Porter in an effort to get below Vicksburg, Miss,, with the fleet, but failing, had to
return to Milligans Bend, and from there we were ordered down the Missirsippi
River to make an entrance by land to the rear of Vicksburg. Crossied the river by
pontoon, and, being suecessful, we commenced to advance on the rear of Vickshurg,

Our next engagement was Black River, Mississippi, and from there we foreed our
way to Vicksburg, and on the 19th day of May, 1863, we stormed the fortiications
and were repulsed.  All that day 1 helped take the wounded off the field with the
ambulance corps.  On the following day | offered my services as a volunteer, but
Captain Skelevon refuzed on aceount of my age,

y orderly sergeant drew rations for one extra man, and my guarterinaster regu-
larly furnished me with clothing. On the 22d day of May, 1863, by my own request,
I was furnished arms by Captain Skelton, and on that day I entered with our regi-
ment into the assanlt on the rearof Vicksbung, and some time in the afterncon [ was
wounded, the ball passing in at my right breast and coming out below the right
ghoulder blade, close to the back, disabling the right lung, the same yet remaining dis-
abled. 1 was taken off the field by a member of my company, one John Coleman—
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that was the persin as near a8 my memory now serves me. He was file major of the
regment. 1 remained at Vicksburg during the entire siege, until the surrender of
Pemberton and his forces, which was on July 4, 1863,

I then remained with the convalescents doing camp duty while the regiment
went to Jackson, Miss.  After the fall of Jackson, Miss., we went into camp at Camp
Bherman, Miss. After a rhort rest we were ordered to Chattanooga, Tenn.  Our poa-
tion was on the extreme left at Missionary Ridge. I was under arme with my regi
ment during the whole en ment. While on this march to Chattanooga [ again
offered my services as a volunteer, but was refused by my captain on account of my
age. My pext, I was with my regiment the entire time doring the Atlanta, Ga,
march, caring fur the gick and afflicusl, to Kenesaw Mountain, and there I again took
up and bore arma during the entire giege, and remained with my regiment until peace
was declared, and we were then ordered to Washington , D. O, to take part in the
grand review,

On the third day after the review my captain | Captain Root ) took me to the provost-
Enmhnhl. and I was furnished by the Government with transportation back to Colem-

ug, hio.

Considering the many vears that have gince , the foregoing is a true and bon-
est statemnent to the best of my knowledge and ability.

My complexion is fair, E}'ﬂ{rlﬂ.ﬂ:, hair dark brown. I have never received from the
Government one cent of remuneration as pay for all my entire gervice.

Patrice Cowswax,

Stare oF Msovr:, County of Randolph, ss:

On this 17th day of April, A. D. 1906, before me personally appeared Patrick Conlin,
to me known to be the person descri inand who executed the foresoing instrument,
and acknowledged that the same is true, to the best of hie knowledge and recollection,
and is correet,

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal m
my office in Higbee, M., the day and year first above written,

[rEAL.] F. E. MvReELL, 3

Notary Public.

| My term of office as notary public will expire Mareh 21, A, D. 1910.)

1 have known Patrick Conlin for twenty-one years and believe him to be the proper
person that iz herein representesd.
Joax M. Lacer.

Hrate oF OHio, Crowford Counfy, s

In the matter of Patrick Conlin in case now pending before Congress on application
for an honorable discharge as a soldier from Company I, Fifty-seventh Ohio Volan-
teer Infantry, personally came before me, Charles McConnell, a notary public in and
for il connty and State, Martin V. Wood, & resident of Tiro, Ohlo, and Aogost
Grafmiller, & resident of North Auburn, Ohio, who each, heing duly sworn in relation
to eaid case, declares as follows: -

I, the said Martin V. Wood, declare that I was a member of Com y I, Fifty-
seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, from September, 1861, to August, 1365, and 1 knew
the above-named Patrick Conlin, or knew gim better as ** Patsy the kid,” and 1 know
that he was with U’HI]IFBI]}' 1, Fifty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, doriog the
above-stated time! and 1 also remember him as being a great favorite of the Filty-
seventh Ohio Reginent on account of his age and sire.

I, the said Augist Grafmiller, do state that | was a member of Company I, Fifty-
seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, from SBeptember, 1861, to Beptember, 1864, whea
1 waz discharged. 1 remember the above-named Patrick Conlin, or ** Patay the kid,"”
a3 he was generally known and called that name, and know that he was with Com-
pany I, Fiity-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, during the time 1 was R member
said regiment. 1 remember him more distinctly on account of his age and eize and
ad hia being & general favorite in the said Fifty-eeventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry
Regiment.

Marmin V. Woon,
Avover GRAFMILLER

Rworn to hefore me and subseribed in my presence by the above-named Martin ¥
Wood aod August Grafmiller this 30th day of November, A, ). 1900,
[8EAL] Cuas. McCorneL,
Notary Public, Crawford Cowndy, (Hio.
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Rrate oF Kaxsas, County of Monlgomery, sa:

On this 6th day of November, A. I, 1900, personally appeared before me, a notary
ublic in and for the aforessid county, duly nu'LhﬁrﬁuPtu administer caths, J. .
itchen, aged 56 years, a resident of Coffeyville, in the county of Montgomery and

Btate of Kansas, well known to me to be mpumhle and entitled to credit, and who,

being duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows:

That I am personally nmg:ﬂntﬁi with Putrick Conlin, known in the Fifty-seventh
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Company H, as * Kid Patsy" or the *Kid Witch," and
I know he was greatly attached to the regiment and never missed a march or engage-
ment during his service with the regiment, from Camp Chase to Shiloh to Atlanta
Ga., he having shown himself a true soldier in every way, and was greatly honored
by all his comrades. I knew him to be a true soldier in every sense and waa highl
bonored by all knowing him. He attached himself to Company I, Fift —nevenr.ﬁ
Ohio, about January 27, 1882, at Camp Chase, Ohio, but his youth barred him from
being mustered. To the best of my recollection he waa wounded at Vicksburg,
Miss., on May 22, 1883, and was cared for by his comrades in camp, and in my
opinion the (Government should grant him an honorable discha £r his services
from January, 1862, to Aupgust 8, 1865, as I know he is duly entitled to.

His post-office address, Coffeyville, Kana.

Further declares that he has no interest in said case and is not concerned in ite
prosecution.

J. P, EtcHEs,

Brate or Kaxsas, County of Mondgomery, as

Bworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above-named afiant, and 1
certifv that | read said affidavit to said affiant and acguoainted him with the contents
before he executed the same, T farther certify that I am in no wise interested in
maid case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution, and that said affiant is personally
known to me, and that he i a credible person.

[sEAL.] J. McCreary,

Naotary Public, Mantgomery Conndy, Kana,

| Notary commission expires March 23, 1903, )

SraTE wr [Luwos, Coundy of Cook, sa:

On this 28th day of August, A, D, 1800, personally appearsd before me, a notary

ublic in and for the aforesaid county, duly authorized to administer oaths, William

wartz, seventeen yeard & resident of ierson, in the county of Kosciusko and State
of Indiana, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to eredit, and who, being
duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows:

That I am personally acquainted with Patrick Conlin, known in the Fifty-seventh
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Company I, as Kid Patsy, or the Kid Witch, and have
known him to be greatly attached to his regiment and never missed an engagement
doring the civil war from Shiloh to Atlanta, Ga., he having shown himself & true
soldier in every way, and made himself honored by all his comrades, having known
him and fought with him all through the civil war, can honestly state that he has
been a true, honest, and courageous soldier.

Poat-office address, Pierson, Kosciusko County, Ind.

Further declares that he hus no intere<t in said case and is not concerned in ite
prosecution.

WiLLiam SwaRTe
Srate oF [LLisows, Connly of Cook, &

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant, and 1
certify that I read said affidavit to said affant, including the word Illinois, but
meant to be there erased, and acguainted him with the contents before he execoted
the same. 1 further certify that [ am in no way interested in said case, nor am 1
concerned in the prosecution, and that said affiant is not personally known to me.

[sEAL.] Leosarp L. FosTer,

Notary Public, Cool County, T

Brate of O, Cunnty of Shelby,
Un thie 3lst day of August, A. D. 1900, personally appearsl before me, a notary
public in and for the aforesaid county, duly anthorized 1o ardminister caths, Reaben

I D—30-2—Vaol 50—y
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Btahler, 54 years, a resident of Jackson Center, in the county of Shelby and
Btate of Ohio, well known to me to b reputable and entitled to credit, and whe,
being duly eworn, declares in relation to aﬁ;femid case ag follows:

That 1 am personally acquainted with Patrick Conlin, known in the Fiftv-seventh
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Company K, as **Kid Patsy,’” or the **Kid Witch;" and
I know he was greatly attached to the regiment, and never missesd an engagement
during his service with the regiment, from Shiloh to Atlanta, Ga., he having shown
himself a true soldier in every way, and was greatly honored by all his comrades.
:m:w ‘t:‘im to be a true poldier in every sense, and was highly honored by all that

new nim.

Hie post-office address, Jackson Center, Ohio.

Further declares that he has no interest in paid case and is not concerned in it
prosecution.

Brate oF On10, County of Shelby, s

Bworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above-named atfiant, and [
certify that I read said affidavit to said affiant and acquainted him with the contents
before he executed the same. 1 further certify that [ am in no wise interested in said
case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution; and that said affiant is personally known
to me, and that he is a credible person.

[sEAL.] A. A. Davis, Nodary FPublic

0

RErBEx STARLER



