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HAT has happened to our people in Mexico and here

along the border, offers the clearest possible illustra-

tivn of what happens to any nation whose government be-

haves with the vacillation and timidity shown by Mr. Wilson

‘in our foreign affairs wherever he has had to deal with any
foe of whom he was in the slightest degree afraid.

In Mexico when the Revolution gathered headway,
there were many foreigners. There were English, Ger-
mang, Japanese and French. There were also Americans,
Spaniards and Chinese. Mexico was afraid of and respected
Germany, England, Japan and France.- She neither feared
nor respected the United States or China; and she did not
believe that Spain at the moment could act against her. In
consequence it appears that during these disturbances, as
far as can be gathered, there has not been one German killed
in Mexico, and only one Englishman and two Frenchmen.
I can not find that any Japanese were killed. These figures
may not be quite accurate, but they are substantially ac-
curate, The minute the Frenchmen were killed, the French
Government served such summary notice on Mexico that it
has been exceedingly careful not to kill any others. . When
the Englishman, Benton, was killed, not merely did England
flame up, but it is actually true that far more interest was
excited in this country than was shown over all of our own
men, women and children who were killed in Mexico, There
have been no further outrages on the lives of British sub-
jects, The Germans are not only safe, but at Tampico, for in-
stance, enjoy special privileges, The Japanese enjoy the
same consideration. But meanwhile, according to the best
information at our disposal, the Mexicans have killed over
three hundred Chinese; over five hundred Americans; and
at least a couple of hundred Spaniards. 1 ask you to con-



gider these facts. The Mexicans have not killed a single
German and only one Englishman., But they have killed
geveral hundred Americans and several hundred Chinese.
They class the Germans and Englishmen as belonging to
nations able to protect the lives of their citizena; whereas,
thanks to Mr. Wilson, they regard the Americans and
Chinese as equally safe to murder, outrage and plunder. I
ask the people of this country to consider these facts for
themselves, and to draw their own conclusions; and if they
have ordinary self-respect, if they have feelings of ordinary
patriotism, they cannot consent to continue in power the
Administration that is responsible for such a condition of
affairs.
American Citizenship a Handicap

The natural effect of this policy is shown by the fact
that it is no longer safe for foreign companies in Mexico to
have American employees or to be operated under an Amer-
ican name. Instance after instance of this kind has been
brought to my attention with the personal request that I do
not use it for fear that damage should come to those giving
me the information. I know case after case whepe this has
been true of industrial, mining and pastoral enterprises, but
where my informants feared for their lives if the informa-
tion was made public. There are, however, published state-
ments of specific instances to the same effect. For example,
I saw a public statement issued by the Santa Gertrudis
Company, Limited, issued at London the 21st of July last,
which- notifies the shareholders that it has become neces-
sary “to withdraw the American management and staff, and
to arrange for the continuance of operations under English
and Mexican management.” I have received letter after
letter from men in Mexico, who have stated that they have
tried to obtain German or English citizenship and abandon
American citizenship because as Americans they were liable
to insult and murder, and as Germans or Englishmen they
were comparatively safe. I know a Boer who was deported
by the English from South Africa after the Boer war, but
who in Mexico has established his rights as an Englishman,
not as an American citizen, because our government gives
no protection to its people.



Actions Due to Fear

Thanks to President Wilson and the professional paci-
fista it is safe for Mexican bandits to murder Americans
and Chinese, and to take their property, and the murderers
and bandits are encouraged by the acts and utterances of
the President of the United States and his authorized rep-
resentatives. Remember also that these bandits are the
worst foes of the decent citizens of Mexico, and that these
honest and law-abiding Mexicans have been the people most
damaged by President Wilson's policy of tame submiszion
to infamy., What President Wilson’s motives are it is hard
to guess. As reported in the press, not a few of Mr. Wil-
son's own supporters take the ground that he acts in this
manner because he is influenced by downright fear. On
August 8th last it was announced in the press that Mr.
Frank B. Vrooman, Democratic National Committeeman, of
Colorado, stated at Denver that “President Wilaon had
wisely avoided war with Mexico because there are 400,000
Japanese soldiers in Mexico, and because both Germany and
Japan are planning to overthrow the Monroe Doctrine, and
therefore,war with Mexico would mean war with both these
countries.” Mr. Vrooman's premises are unsound. There
is slight reason to believe that there are as many as 4000
Japanese of military age in Mexico. But his statement, if
correctly reported (and it has not been contradicted), iz a
frank admission and assertion of his belief, the belief of one
of President Wilson's close political admirers and sup-
porters, that President Wilgnn is afraid to interfere in Mex-
ico, because he is afraid lest Germany and Japan stop us
when we try to exact atonement for the murder of American
citizens and the destruction of American property. Re-
cently Vice-President Marshall is reported in the press as
having said that for us to take action in Mexico (in defense

of the lives and property of our people) would be to “make
war on Berlin,” and that therefore we must not act against
Mexico. I have seen no denial of this statement. In other
words, these champions of Mr. Wilson justify his conduct
—<conduect otherwise utterly inexplicable—on the ground
that he is afraid to protect American life in Mexico, lest he
thereby offend great old-world powers. Why, if this state-



ment ig true, it is itself the bitterest indictment of Mr.
Wilson's policy, and proves his abandonment of the Monroe
Doctrine. His own friends thus announce that he tamely
acquiesces in the murder of American men, and the outrage
of American women by Mexican bandits for fear that he
ghould offend Japan and Germany. For the three and a half
vears of his term of office he has kept us in a condition of
such military and naval impotence that we dare not assert
even such elementary righta as that American citizens shall
be secure in life and property, not merely in a foreign land,
but even within our own borders—for remember that scores
of our citizens have been killed and wounded within our own

boundaries. ’

Mr. Wilson Condemns Himself

Remember always that the infamies that have been
committed in Mexico have been explicitly set forth by
President Wilson himself through his Secretary of State on
June 20 last. President Wilson, in the course of his efforts
to shield Carranza, denounced the iruthful statement of the
hideous conditions in Mexico as being a “traffic in false-
hood” designed to “create intolerable friction between our
Government and Carranza's in the interest of certain own-
erd of Mexican properties.,” He made these deliberate
charges on March 20th last. Senator Fall promptly chal-
lenged President Wilson to name these alleged conspirators
and also challenged him to make public the documents in
the State Department. As always when challenged fear-
lessly, President Wilson promptly flinched. He has not
dared to publish the documents in the State Department,
and by failing to publish the names of the alleged conspira-
tors during these seven months, he has admitted that his
statement was without foundation in fact. But this is not
all. His note of June 20th is the fyllest and most complete
admission of all that has been charged and all that he has de-
nied or palliated. The facts therein set forth furnish a
complete and irréfutable condemnation of his own policy
towards Mexico and towards Carranza.

This authoritative statement issued by Mr. Wilson
through his Secretary of State sets forth that for three years
there has been continuous bloodshed and disorder in
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Mexico; that Americans have been barbarously murdered,
and vast properties developed by American capital and en-
terprise destroyed; that the murderers have not been
brought to justice; that during the past nine months there
have been constant invasions, depredations and ‘murders on
American soil by Mexican bandits; that American soldiers
have been killed; American ranches raided, American rail-
way trains wrecked and plundered, and American towns
destroyed ; and that Carranza’s soldiers and adherents took
part in the looting, burning and killing; that the murders
were characterized by ruthless brutality and barbarous
mutilation ; that some of the leaders in these atrocities have
not only received protection, but encouragement and aid
from Carranza's Government; that during this time there
was instance after instance of the barbarous slaughter of
unoffending Americans in Mexico itself, in addition to the
heinous crimes committed in murdering, burning and
plundering on American soil; that Carranza's generals
made no effort to stop the erimes, and that Carranza him-
self was either unable, or else considered it undesirable, to
punish the criminals; that Carranza gave neither co-opera-
tion nor assistance to the American troops who pursued
the bandits; that on the contrary, Carranza's adherents
halted the American pursuit at Parral and became the pro-
tectors of Villa and his bandits; and that Carranza's Gov-
ernment has shown that it does not intend or desire that
the outlaws, bandits and criminals who have been guilty
of these murders and outrages shall be captured, de-
stroyed or dispersed, either by American troops or by Mexi-
can troops. '

In the above statement I have used the exact words of
Mr. Wilson's Secretary, merely condensing the statement
and keeping exactly its sense. I have not used one word
not contained in the sthtement. No indictment by me of
Mr. Wilson's policy could be as strong as that furnished by
himself. Immediately afterwards occurred the treacherous
murder of our troops at Carrizal. Then Mr. Wilson be-
came frightened, bowed in abject submission to Carranza,
kissed the hand that was red with the blood of American
men and women, and, inasmuch as he dared not hold Car-



ranza responsible, began in unmanly fashion to scold Car-
ranza's wretched American victims,

Mr. Wilson says he has “kept us out of war.” The
Democratic platform says that the Mexicans “have made
war upon and murdered our people.” For once the Demo-
cratic platform told the truth., Mr. Wilson says that some
of the murdered men were barbarously mutilated. In the
press one such case of mutilation is deseribed. Two troop-
ers of the 12th U. 8. Cavalry, Henry Stubblefield and
Richard Johnson, one from Virginia and one from New
York, were killed by Carranza’s troops at Progreso, Texas,
on September 29th, 1915. Stubblefield’s body was found
soon after the fight. Johnson was reported missing, but
Mexican prisoners informed our officers that Johnson had
been tortured and beheaded, his body thrown into the Rio
Grande, and his head and ears cut off and displayed to the
populace of the Mexican town of Concepcion as evidence
that American troops had been routed. This was not an
exceptional instance; it was typical of what has gone on
unchecked in Mexico.,

What Could Have Been Done »

Mr. Wilson and his followers are fond of asking, when
we criticize his action, “What would you have done?’
Either one of two courses could properly have been fol-
lowed. It would have been defensible to have recognized
Huerta, in view of the fact that other great powers had
recognized him; and, of course, it was quite indefensible
to refuse to recognize him and vet recognize Benavides in
Peru, and Carranza in Mexico. In such event we would
have held Huerta to “strict responsibility” by acts, for re-
storing order in Mexico and for protecting American life
and property.

This course would have been defensible. Personally, it
seems to me that it would have been even better to have done
exactly what Mr. Wilson said he would do, but did not do.
He said to Congress on August 27th, 1913: “We should
let everyone who assumes to exercise authority in any part
of Mexico know in the most unequivocal way that we shall
vigilantly watch the fortunes of those Americans who can-



not get away, and shall hold those responsible for their
sufferings and losses to a definite reckoning. Thiz can be
‘and will be put beyond the possibility of a misunderstand-
ing.” On the same day he sent to the American Consul-
General and Consular Agents in Mexico two telegrams in-
structing them “to notify all officials, military or ecivil,
exercising authority, that they would be held strictly re-
sponsible for any harm done to Americans or for injury to
their property.” These were fine words., Excellent words!
They were as good as the words in the Democratic Plat-
form, four vears ago and now, to the effect that all Ameri-
can citizens, at home and abroad, must be protected in
their rights, and no wrongs permitted against their persons
or property. The trouble is that neither the promises and
menaces of President Wilson nor the pledges in the Demo-
cratic platform were worth the paper on which they were
written or the breath expended in uttering them.

Disgraceful Withdrawal at Tampico

Mr. Wilson's notice was explicit and emphatic. If he
had meant what he said and if he had possessed the small-
est fraction of the resoluticn and courage of such a Demo-

.eratic President as Andrew Jackson he would have lived
up to this notice. He would have acted at once against
every leader, whether Huerta, Villa or Carranza or any one
else, who permitted injury to American life and property or
who failed to prevent it; and if necessary, he would have
sent some such man as General Leonard Wood into the
country to behave precisely as we behaved in Cuba, to re-
habilitate Mexico and to restore her to her people just as
we did in the case of Cuba, when order and civilization
again obtained in the country. Instead of doing this, Presi-
dent Wilson stood idly by while hundreds of Americans
were murdered. He has not protected American lives and
American property. All that he has done has been from
time to time to help one bandit leader against some other
bandit leader. The Tampico incident furnishes the best
proof of this fact. There were 2300 American refugees in
Tampico, whose lives were threatened by the Mexican
revolutionists. American gunboats were in the harbor to



protect them. But President Wilson was not conecerned
with their protection. He was concerned golely with helping
his then friend Villa, and antagonizing Villa’s foe, Huerta.
He was furnishing Villa with the arms which Villa used for
the slaughter of Americans. We have it on the authority
of Mr. Wilson’s friend and champion, Senator Lewis, of
Illinois, that Mr. Wilson actually intended to recognize Villa,
the murderer, raider and robber, as President, but was
afraid to do so because of the Republican opposition. The
American ships at Tampico were withdrawn from this duty
of protecting the lives of American men, women and chil-
dren from would-be murderers, and were sent to operate
against Huerta at Vera Cruz, in the interest of Villa. The
Americans owed their livea to the protection of the German
and British warships. Whether this dreadful betrayal of
duty was due immediately to the direct action of Secretary
Daniels, or to the action of the officers whom he had put in
charge at Tampico and Vera Cruz, is of no consequence.
The ultimate responsibility for this and for all the other
shameful episodes in Mexico, rests directly on President
Wilson himaelf.

Mexico Ruined

President Wilson has seen the Mexicans during these
three and a half years become socially, politically and
morally bankrupt. He has not helped Mexico. He has
ruined Mexico. The jungle is creeping over the great plan-
tations, The cattle on the ranches have been wantonly and
wastefully slaughtered. The thoroughbred stock farms
which were the work of decades have been destroyed. Irri-
gation plants are out of service, railroad terminals have
been burnt, rolling stock and locomotives broken up and
damaged beyond repair. Mines that furnished employment
to scores of thousands are standing idle. The National
Treasury has been emptied. A paper currency, debased and
worthless, has been substituted for the nation’s money.
All the means of an orderly economic life have been de-
stroyed. An epidemic of typhus rages that twice has men-
aced the health of our border cities. The country no longer
produces sufficient foodatuffs. Aectual starvation is upon the
people. Sixty thousand white men, who were one of the






