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Mount Kenia elephants in the Field Museum of Chicago, mounted by Cail E. Akeley.

The male with trunk rabsed was shot by M. Akeley. The charcing male s 3 single tusk elephant, showing one car
fulled in vm the upper mangin, givkng it a wlangular shoapw.

E found elephant in the cool for-

ests and bamboo belts of Mount

Kenia, and among its foot-hills;

in the open plains and scanty thorn-woods

near the 'Nzoi River; in the tree-jungle

and tall elephant-grass of Uganda; and in

the hot, dry country along both banks of
the upper White Nile.

With the possible exception of the lion,
the elephant is the wisest and most in-
teresting of all the kinds of big game.
Most wild animals lead very simple lives;
and while most of them at times per-
form queer and unexpected feats or show
traits that upset the observer's previous
generalizations, there is ordinarily not
much variety or originality in what they
do. But the lion is forced by the exigen-
cies of a life of prey to develop abilities as
marked as they are sinister; and the ele-
phant, instead of growing in stupidity as
well as weight, has become the most in-
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telligent of gramnivores, with an emo-
tional and intellectual nature sufficiently
complex to make him a subject of endless
interest to the observer.

The elephant’s physical and mental
equipment fits it for life under utterly
diverse conditions. Most game animals
live in narrowly circumscribed habitats;
for instance, the bushbuck in the forests,
the hartebeests on the plains, the oryx in
dry, almost desert country. But the ele-
phant wanders everywhere, being equally
at home in the haunts of bushbuck,
oryx, and hartebeest. It goes high among
the cold bamboo belts of the mountains,
it loves the hot, dense, swampy lowland
forests, it lives in the barren desert where
it has to travel a score of miles for a drink
of bitter water. Sometimes herds make
long migrations, swarming for several
months in a locality, while during the rest
of the year not an elephant will be found
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within a hundred miles of it. Elsewhere
they may live in the same neighborhood
all the year round. On the south slope of
Mount Kenia I found the elephants living
in the daytime in the thick forest, but at
night often wandering down into the plain
to ravage the shambas, the cultivated
fields near the native villages. In the
Lado I found herds of elephants living
day and night in the same places, in the
dry, open plains

of tallish grass,

sprinkled with

acaciasand a few

palms. The old

bulls usually keep

by themselves, |

alone or in small
parties; herds
exclusively com-
posed of cows and
calves are com-
mon; but often
both sexes min-
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ty-fouror even forty-eight hours, we never
came across an instance where any ele-
phant had lain down. They slept and
rested standing.  But in the desert, north
of the Guaso Nyiro, Heller found them
lying down. Whether the cows ever
calve without leaving the herd I can not
say;in the only case brought to my atten-
tionof the siteof a calf’s birth being found,
the cow had retired to an isolated place,
where she had
evidently spent
the first two or
three days after
the baby was bom
before rejoining
the herd.

By the timethe
calf is a week old
the mother has
joined the herd,
usually composed
of other nurs-

ing or expectant

glein a herd, and mothers and of
some of the largest half-grown ani-
tuskers are al- mals of bothsexes.
ways accompa- The cow takes the
nied by herds of utmost care of
cows, which seem the calf; if it is
to take a pride in drinking at a pool
them and watch she will chase
over and protect away any other
them. - SRS WE member of the

The wide indi- From a phategraph by . J. Cuminghanac. herd which she
vidual and local A cow elephant. thinks may inter-

variation in hab-

its should make the observer very cautious
about making sweeping generalizations;
and, moreover, there is often an undoubted
difference of personal equation in the ob-
server. In Sanderson’s capital book on
the “Wild Beasts of India" he states that
elephant cows do not leave the herd to
calve, and that both bulls and cows habit-
ually lie down. In the parts of Africa I
visited the elephants practically never lie
down at all; &ﬂ.t is, the cases where they
do are so wholly exceptional that they can
be disregarded. T heard of such instances
from the "Ndorobo or Wakamba hunters,
of from old white-elephant hunters, but
always as something curious and unusual,
In carefully following various herds and
individuals, carefully examining the trails
they had made during the preceding twen-

fere withit. The
cows guard the calves against the at-
tacks of wild beasts. In extremely rare
cases three-parts-grown elephant cows,
or half-grown bulls, have heen attacked
by parties of hungry lions; but, as a rule,
an animal is safe after it is three or four
vears old. Young calves, however, are
eagerly sought after by lions and even
by leopards and hyenas. The cows are
always on the alert against such foes,
and drive them away in a twinkling if
they are discovered, uniting in the rush
against them, just as they frequently unite
in a rush against the human hunter. Tarl-
ton once witnessed such a charge by a
party of elephant cows against a lion.
They chased it several score yards. It
just managed to escape into a belt of thick
forest, which the cows in their rage then
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proceeded to wreck for an area of many backs, or in short grass among almost leaf-

yards.

less acacias; and this not only among the

Elephants are at home in all kinds of fairly cool foot-hills of Kenia and by the

ground. They climb astonishingl

clambering up and down places where it White Nile.

.
Frome a photogrenpd, copreighi, by Carl £, Adeley.

Ewen near hjl'.. il a man is thn'ul:l:.r th.nl:i.nﬂhl.l., he stands a good chance

1o escape observation. —Page 435

This phatograph wic lakes o the Ussln Glahe Plateaw, British East Alrica.

seems extraordinary so huge a creature
cangoatall. They also frequent swamps
and marshes, and swim broad rivers; but
they somctimes get mired down. The
captain of the launch that took us to Bu-
tiaba told me that he once found three
elephants still alive, but fast in the deep
mud, some distance from the bank of the
Nile. They were youngish beasts, nearly
full-grown. Elephants travel very great
distances when thoroughly alarmed, or
when on migration; no other game comes
anywhere near them in this respect. They

refer shade at noon, but do not find
it essential. Again and again I saw herds
standing throughout the hot hours, in
bush no higher than their backs, in tall
grass that did not reach as high as their

well, 'Nzoi River, but by the banks of the

By the Nile the elephant
herds, like the rhinos, and
like the buffalo near Nairobi,
were often accompanied by
flocks of white cow herons.
It was often possible to tell
where the great beasts were
by watching the flocks of
white herons circling over
the reeds or perched in the
tree-topsnear by. On burnt
ground or in short grass the
herons would all march
alongside their hosts, catch-
ing the grasshoppers which
were distifrhed by the tramp-
ingof the huge feet. Assoon
as the elephants entered
reeds or tall grass the herons
all flew up and lit on their
headsand backs. With their
trunks the elephants could
readily have gotten rid of
the birds, but from the oldest
to the youngest—perhaps
a pink calf—they evidently
accepted the situation as a
matter of course.

Elephants, like most game,
spend the major part of their
timeeating; but unlike most
game their food is of great
variety. They graze and
browse indifferently. They
are fond of making inroads on the fields of
the natives, devouring immense quanti-
ties of beans and corn and melons, and
destroying far more than they devour.
They are fond of various {ruits, some of
them so small that it must be both labo-
rious and delicate work to pick them in
sufficient numbers to stay the giant beast's
appetite. T have watched one feeding on
grass; it behaved in the usual leisurely
elephant manner, plucking a roll of grass
with its trunk, perhaps waving it about,
and then tucking it away into its mouth.
In the stomach of another I found bark,
leaves, abutilon tips, and the flowers and
twig-ends of a big shrub or bush, Dombeva
nairobiensis. They wreck the small trees
on which they feed, butting or rather
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pressing them down with their foreheads,
or getting on their knees and uprooting
them with their tusks, They are fond of
feeding on the acacias, although it is hard
to see how they avoid wounding both their
trunks and their tongues and
jawswiththe thorns. [have
watched one break off an
acacia branch, thrust it into
its mouth, and withdraw it
with the leaves stripped off.
Many of the branches it will
chew to get the sap, and
then spit out; these chewed
branches or canes, together
with the wrecked trees, mark
plainly the road a herd has
travelled. They donotoften
feed at noon; but during all
the remainder of the day
and night they feed at any
time they choose. They
drink great quantities of wa-
ter; but in desert lands this
may be only on every other
day, and they may travel
hfty miles between drinks.
If much hunted they drink
only at night,

Elephants are interesting
because they have such va-
ried feelings, such a wide
range of intelligent apprecia-
tion. Doubtless this is in
part due to the possession,
in the trunk, of an organ the
development of. which has
itselfl permitted develop-
ment of brain power. Very great brain
power could not have been developed
as an accompaniment merely of hoofs;
hands, however imperfect, were neces-
sary, or else something that would serve
as a partial substitute for hands. By
watching a herd of elephants any one can
speedily see the large range of uses to
which the trunk is put and the large range
of needs and emotions which it develops
and satisfies. During courtship the bull
and cow caress one another with their
trunks. Elephants are very curious, and
the trunks are used to test every object
which arouses their curiosity. The cow
is constantly fondling and guiding the
calf with her trunk. The trunk is used
to gather every species of food and to
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draw water. It is used to spurt dust
or water over the body; it is used to test
rotten and dangerous ground. It is in
constant use to try the wind so as to
guard against the approach of any foe.

Mow and then a great ear is Aapped.

From & photograph teken In the Vasin Gishy Plasesu,

As one watches the great beasts thetrunks
contigually appear in the air above them,
uncurling, twisting, feeling each breath of
air. Now and then a great ear is flapped.
Now and then the weight of the body is
slightly shifted from one colossal leg to
another. The huge beasts are rarely en-
tirely motionless for any length of time.
Nor are they long silent, for aside from
subdued squeaks or growls, and occa-
sional shrill calls, there are queer internal
rumblings. Their eyes are very bad.
Like the rhino, they can see only as a very
near-sighted man sees. At a distance of
eighty yards or so,when in mydull-colored
hunting=clothes, I could walk slowly to-
ward them or shift my position without
fear of discovery. Even near by, if & man






