RACE DECADENCE

An  Australian writer, Mr. Beale, has
written a work on Racial Decay,' not
good in form, but in substance | believe
better worth the study of every sincere
patriot, not merely in Australia, Great
Britain, and Canada, but in the United
States of America, than any other book
that has been written for years. It
sets forth in detgl, and illustrates by
chart, certain facts which have long been
familiar to students and thinkers who
care to face the truth, and whose studies
and thought are not superficial.  But,
unfortunately, the facts set forth, though
of fundamental importance to the whole
people, are so unpleasant that ease-loving
persons who do not care for anything
that causes them disquiet refuse to look
them in the face'; and the great bulk
of good people are in ignorance of them,
or at least wholly fail to appreciate their
far-reaching significance.

Mr. Beale deals with the starthng de-
cline of the birth rate in Great Britain, the
Australian States, and France, this decline
being due to the capital sin, the cardinal
sin, against the race and against civiliza-
tion—willful sterility in mardage. He
only touches on the United States inci-
dentally ; but every student of the subject
knows that the United States shares with
the other English-speaking countries the
melancholy and discreditable position of
coming next to the people of France,
among great civilized countries, in that
rapid decline of the birth rate which inevi-
tably signalizes race decay, and which, if un-
checked, means racial death. Mr. Beale
shows that the d=cline of the birth rate in
France because of willful sterility in mar-
rfage began fifty or sixty years ago, and
has continued to such a point that the
French race in France for the last decade
has been actually decreasing in numbers,
the population of France being kept prac-
tically level only by the higher birth rate
among immigrants, chiefly [talians and
Germans. Among the English-speaking
peoples there has long been much com-
placent pointing at France as a nation
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that nn longer held its own among the
peoples of the earth. As a matter of
fact, the English-speaking peoples have
now all entered on the same course which
France has followed until year by year
she has become less and less able to rank
as the equal of Germany. Moreover, the
decline in the birth rate among the Eng-
lish-speaking peoples has proceeded at
an even more rapid rate than in France
itself. One of the strangest and saddest
things in the whole sad business 15 that
the decline has been most marked in the
very places where one would expect to
see the abounding vigor of the race most
strikingly displayed. In Australia and
New Zealand there is no warrant what-
ever in economic conditions for a limita-
tion of the birth rate, and the course of
events in these great new countries dem-
onstrates beyond possibility of refutation
that the decline in the birth rate is not due
to economic forces, and has no relation
whatsoever to hard conditions of living.
New Zealand is as large as Great Britain
and as fertile. Its population is between
one-thirtieth and one-fortieth of that of
Great Britain, It is composed of the
sons and grandsons of the most enter-
prising and adventurous people in the
Old Country, and the New Zealand people
have realized to an extraordinary degree
the institutional and industrial ambitions
of democracy everywhere; yet the rate
of natural increase in New Zealand is
actually lower than in Great Britain, and
has tended steadily to decrease.  The
Australians are sparsely scattered over
the fringe of the great island continent.
It is a continent which could support,
without the slightest difficulty, tenfold the
present population, and at the same time
raise the general standard of well-being.
Vet its sparse population tends to concen-
trate in great cities of disproportionate
size compared to the country population,
just exactly as is the case in England and
the United States, and in 50 many of the
countries of Europe; and it increases so
slowly that, even if the present rate were
maintained, the population would not
double itself in the next century ; while, if
the rate of decrease of the last decade
continues, the population will have become
stationary by the middle of the century.
If this is so, then the men who rally to



the battlecry of * A White Australia "
have indeed ground for anxiety as they
think of the teeming myriads steadily
increasing north of them in Asia. In
private life no man can permanently hold
land of which he makes no use, and in the
life of nations it is absolutely certain that
in the end no race can hold a territory
save on condition of developing and popu-
lating it.

The same causes that are at work in
Australia and New Zealand are at work in
just as acute a form among the Fnglish-
speaking people of Canada, and in a less
acute form, but in a form constantly grow-
ing more acute, in Great Britain,  More-
over, they are at work here in the United
States no less actively, and their effects
are only partially obscured by the enor-
mous immigration hither. In most of the
Southern States there is as yet a purer
and higher standard of conduct in this
matter; the men and women are truer
to the old standards of duty and morality
in these fundamental matters which touch
the very life of a race, and therefore the
birth rate has not yet materially fallen.
But throughout the North and West there
has been the same shrinkage as in Aus-
tralia, Canada, and Great Britain, and in
the New England States the shrinkage
has been not only greater than in the
British Empire but greater than in France
itself. There has been much talk of the
New England conscience. Most certainly
in the past the New England conscience
has been a mighty factor in the spirtual
growth of this Nation. But the New
England conscience now sadly needs to
be awakened to the frightful and funda-
mental immorality which it has ignored
and condoned. It is utterly vain, it is a
shameful thing, to be conscientious about
minor and relatively unimportant matters,
and vet unconscientious about one great
and allimportant matter. Entirely dis-
regarding the effects of emigration, it is
true that there are fewer New Englanders
of old American ancestry in the New
England States to-day than there were
fifty years ago at the outbreak of the Civil
War,

The American stock is being cursed
with the curse of sterility, and it is earning
the curse, because the sterility is willful,
It is due to moral, and not pnysiological,

shortcomings. It is due to coldness, to
selfishness, to love of ease, to shrinking
from risk, to an utter and pitiful failure
in sense of perspective and in power of
weighing what really makes the highest
joy, and to a rooting out of the sense of
duty or a twisting of that sense into im-
proper channels, Moreover, this same
racial crime is spreading almost as rapidly
among the sons and daughters of immi-
grants as among the descendants of the
native born.  If it were confined to Ameri-
cans of old stock, while it would be a
matter of shame 1o us who are of the old
stock, we could at least feel that the tradi-
tions and principles and purposes of the
founders of the Republic would find their
believers and exponents among  their
descendants by adoption ; and in such
case 1, for one, would heartily throw in my
fate with the men of alien stock who were
true to the old American principles rather
than with the men of the old American
stock who were traitors to the old Ameri-
can principles. But the children of the
immigrants show the same willful sterility
that is shown by the people of the old
stock. It is almost unnecessary to say
that the sterility is not physiological—of
course disregarding the naturally numer-
ous exceptions—and is in no sense due to
the change from Furope to another land
For over two centuries after coming here
the descendants of the European settlers
were among the most prolific of mankind ;
and the same is true now of the whites of
the Southern Appalachian region ; while
there is probably no race on the face of
the earth more prolific than the French of
Canada, who have become and continued
such during the very centuries which have
seen the sterility among their kinsfolk, the
French of Europe, grow until the race is
actually going backward in point of num-
bers.

Dwring the last decade the increase in
population of the United States was
almost two-thirds by immigration, the
increase by birth rate showing a far lower
percentage than ever before. Lincoln
rarely ventured to prophesy. His chief
prophecy, which looked far ahead into the
future, was about our growth of popula-
tion, and this has been lamentably falsi-
fied by the facts. He prophesied that by
this time we would have over two hundred



millions of people; and so we would
have had if the United States had con-
tinued to increase at the rate that it in-
creased during Lincoln's lifetime. As it
is, if the present rate of decrease in the
birth rate continues, this country will have
become stationary in population by the
middle of the century; and so will the
English-speaking peoples of the British
Empire.

Men have striven to take comfort to
themselves by saying that all civilized races
are having the same experience. It is
not so. There are some of the smaller
states of Europe which have already
begun to show similar decadence ; but the
people of Germany have as yet hardly
begun to show it. The great cities, Ber-
lin and Hamburg, for instance, do show
it substantially as it is shown in New
York, Chicago, and London; and if this
tendency is not checked, Germany, in its
turn, will begin to travel the same road
which France has long traveled, and
which the English-speaking peoples are
now traveling. It was the warfare of the
cradle more than anything else which
during the nineteenth century gave Ger-
many its preponderant and dominating
position in Europe. In this warfare Ger-
many now shows signs of yielding to the
Slavonic peoples, for the Slavonic races
have been hitherto totally unaffected by
the movement.

What 1 saw a year ago in Fast Africa
was illuminating. In British East Africa
the men who discovered the country, who
annexed it, who started to settle it, who
are governing it, who have made it what
it is, are the English. But the men who
are breeding its future citizens and mas-
ters are the Dutch! The Englishmen
there are fine fellows; they are doing
excellent general work ; I like and admire
them. But as settlers they are hopelessly
behind the Boer farmers whom 1 met,
because they have very small families, and
maost of them do not look on the country
as their permanent home. Of ten settlers
of each nationality the ten Englishmen
will be the leading men in the present life
of the colony; but most of them are look-
ing forward to going *‘home,” as they
call it, to England ; only three or four of
them will be married, and those will among
them have only five or six children. The

ten Boers think of Africa as their home ;
each is married, and almost every one has
a good-sized, probably a large, family;
and, unless conditions change, the future
is theirs, so far as the white race in that
part of Africa is concerned.

Again, to quiet their uneasy consciences,
cheap and shallow men and women, when
confronted with these facts, answer that
* quality is better than quantity,” and
that decrease of numbers will mean in-
crease in individual prosperity. It is false,
When quantity falls off, thanks to willful
sterility, the quality will go down too.
During the half-century in which France
has remained nearly stationary, while Ger-
many has nearly doubled in population,
the average of individual prosperity has
grown much faster in Germany than in
France ; and social and industrial unrest
and discontent have grown faster in
France than in Germany.

It is never safe to prophesy. Neither
I nor any one else can say what will hap-
pen in the future. But we can speak
conditionally. We can say that, if the
processes now at work for a generation
continue to work in the same manner and
at the same rate of increase during the
present century, by its end France will
not carry the weight in the civilized
world that Helgium now does, and the
English-speaking peoples will not carry
anything like the weight that the Spamsh-
speaking peoples now do, and the future
of the white race will rest in the hands of
the German and the Slav. Are Americans
really content that this land of promise,
this land of the future, this abounding and
vigorous Nation, shall become decrepit in
what ought to be the flower of its early
manhood ! (hur  forefathers were the
heroes of the tremendous epic that tells
of the conguest of a continent. The
conquerors, the men who dared and did,
with hearts of steel and thews of iron,
looked fearlessly into the eyes of the
future, and quailed before no task and no
danger ; are their sons and daughters, in
love of effortless ease and fear of all work
and risk, to let the blood of the pioneers
die out of the land because they shrink
from the most elemental duties of man-
hood and womanhood ?

I am well aware of the extreme diffi-
culty in getting any serious attention



paid to this matter, although it is the most
vital of all matters. Too often the aver-
age man treats it as a subject for jocular-
ity—often for brutal and wvulgar jocu-
larity ; while the men and the women who
like to think of themselves as leaders of
light and learning., and to earn their repu-
tations cheaply, turn away from the sub-
ject as unpleasant, and busy themselves
about what in comparison are unimportant
futilities. Yet the importance of all other
subjects depends absolutely upon treating
this subject as of far more importance,
As a Nation we pride ourselves upon
taking great thought about education.
But it is useless to waste time on educa-
tion if there are not going to be enough
children to educate. To spend thought
and money in elaborate plans for the
bringing up and cultivation of a young
man amounts to nothing if we have also
arranged that he shall commit suicide
shortly after he gets of age ; and so it is
idle to take thought about the Nation's
future if the men and women of this gen-
eration are to leave behind them only a
dwindling remnant to inherit this future.
Susely it ought to be obvious that no
material prosperity and mental cultivation,
that none even of the minor and subsid-
fary virtues, will count for anything in the
life of an individual if he puts an end to
that life; and surely it ought to be obvi-
ous that this is just as true of a race as
of an individual ; and yet there are any
number of people, including men who
delight to style themselves apostles of
culture and adherents of schools of ad-
vanced economic thought, who will not
see this perfectly plain and obvious truth.
If men and women do not marry, and
if there are not sufficient children to a
marriage, the race will in a short time
vanish—surely any one can see this. If
there are no children to a marriage, the
race vanishes with the generation itself ;
and if there are only one or two children
to a marriage, the vanishing of the race is
only put off for a short time. Sterile
marriages include those where there are
but one or two children, just as they
include those where there are no chil-
dren ; willful sterility is as much a crime
against the race in the case of the one-
child or two-child marriage as in the case
of the marrage where there are no chil-

dren. From the standpoint of the race
the average threechild marriage must
probably also be treated as a sterile mar-
riage ; for the one extra child does not,
on the average, cover the cases of death,
the cases where tor proper and legitimate
reasons the man or woman does not
marry, and the cases where married
people through no fault of their own fail
to have children. The race cannot go
ahead, it will not keep its numbers even,
unless the average man and woman who
are married and who are capable of
having children have a family of four
children. These, and these only, are the
men and women with whom the whole
future of the Nation, the whole future of
civilization, rests. .

I know well every form of cheap soph-
istry which can be used in answer to this
statement. [ know well how certain it is
that this statement will be twisted out of
shape, and how some men, who for their
own purpose choose to pretend to mis-
understand it, will cause it to be misunder-
stood by some good men and women who
have not thought deeply. But it is a
statement which not only must be made,
but upon which all true lovers of their
country and lovers of mankind should
insist with their whole hearts.

Many willfully sterile people actually
regard themselves as good citizens, and
even look down on what they stigmatize
as “wvice.” But in reality willful sterility
inevitably produces and accentuates every
hideous form of vice. Nor is this all. It
is itself worse, mare debasing, more de-
structive, than ordinary vice. Every decent
citizen must abhor vice; [ rank celibate
profligacy as not one whit better than
polygamy ; yet, after all, such vice may be
compatible with a nation's continuing to
live; and while there is life, even a life
marred by wrong practices, there is chance
of reform.  But the cardinal sin of willful
sterility in marriage means death; and
for the dead there is no reform.

Is it possible to change the heart of a
people, to make them abandon a vice like
this ? The author of the book before me
believes not. He believes that when men
and women abandon thought of duty, and
care only for ease and gross matenal
pleasures, no appeal can be made to
them which will make them reform. 1



am not prepared to take this view. I
believe that at heart the average Amer-
ican man and the average American
woman are sound, and that while at the
moment they may disregard all appeal,
all preaching, yet that sooner or later there
will come a deep moral awakening which
will stir them to a realization of what is
happening before it is too late to undo it,
Very many doctors and clergymen are
already thus morally awake. The prime
requisite is to arouse among our people,
individually and collectively, an under-
standing that the full performance of duty
is not only rght in itself but also the
source of the profoundest satisfaction that
can come in life; and, furthermore, the
understanding that no duty is so great as
that which our people are thus tending to
shirk. I believe that the fault is as much
that of the average man as that of the
average woman, and with even less justi-
fication ; and I am sure that when men
and women come to their senses and are
able to separate the things that are essen-
tial from the things that are non-essential
in life, they will go back to the understand-
ing that there is no form of happiness on
the earth, no form of success of any kind,
that in any way approaches the happiness
of the husband and the wife who are mar-
ried lovers and the father and mother of
plenty of healthy children. No other form
of success—political, literary, artistic, com-
mercial—in any way approaches the kind
of success open to most men and most
women, the success of the man in making
a home and of the woman in keeping it,
the success of both in dwelling therein
with mutual love, respect, and forb=arance,
and in bringing up as they should be
brought up the children who bless and
make holy the home.

No partnership of happiness can ever he
such unless it is also a partnership of work ;
and in this life it is rare indeed that success
and happiness come save as the result of
willingness to run risk and to face danger
as well as work. But woe to the small souls
who shrink from facing the great adven-
ture! Shame to those who choose to lead
their lives in a round of cheap self-indul-
gence and vapid excitement ! They shall
end in the gray twilight which has known
neither victory nor defeat, and which there-
fore means the worst of all possible kinds

of defeat, the defeat that comes to those
who have not dared to try to win the
battle, In the partnership of man and
woman the woman risks most, and for
that reason we should hold in peculiar
abhorrence the man who fails to realize
this and to be gentle and tender and loyal
in his dealings with her. The birth pangs
make all men the debtors of all women ;
and those men have indeed touched the
lowest abyss of brutality and depravity
who do not recognize something holy in
the names of wife and mother. No man,
not even the soldier who does his duty,
stands quite on the level with the wife
and mother who has done her duty.

I do not believe that there is identity of
duties as between man and woman, and I
do believe that it is far more important
for both to dwell upon their duties than
their rights. But [ also believe in a full
equality of rights ; if women wish to vote,
I favor it (although 1 do not think it any-
thing like as important for them or for
the State as are many other things that
they can and should do) ; but the extent of
my reverence for and belief in a woman
who does her duty measures also the
depth of my contempt for the woman
who shirks her primal and most essential
duty. The man who either is responsible
for, or acquiesces in, sterility in marriage
is even more contemptible than the
woman ; but he is the only person more
contemptible.  Exactly as the measure of
our regard for the soldier who does his
full duty in battle is the measure of our
scorn for the coward who flees, so the
measure of our respect for the true wife
and mother is the measure of our scorn
and contemptuous abhorrence for the
wife who refuses to be a mother,

I'here are plenty of good men and good
women whom Providence for inscrutable
reasons has denied the greatest of all
happiness, the happiness of having chil-
dren. For these we feel the same pro-
found and respectful sympathy that we
feel for the homest, hard-working man in
civil ife who meets with unmerited mis-
fortune, and for the soldier who 15 killed
in battle, or who is prevented from going
to war by some crippling accident which
puts an end to all his ambitions, all his
dreams of valorous achievement. More-
over, there are men and women who, for






