BUENOS AIRES: A FINE MODERN CAPITAL

BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT

WETH PHOTIKIRAPHA TAEEN E&FECIALLY PRHE THR GUTLOOE
Y THF RUENIS AIANS PEREGDICAL “OE CAHAR T CABRTAL™

% Movember 5 we reached Buenos
O Abres, and werne received, not merely

with cordiality, but with enthusiasm.,
Indeed, the friendiy interest of the crowds in
the streets made me feel ax if 1 were in a
pofitical campaign at home,  Twice T had o
pddress these crowds in the sireets. O
course | spoke i English, but, as my
addresses were very short, and as 1 spoke
slowky, clearly, and with emphasis, it was
evident that o portien of the audience
understood what 1 said, and all the rest
cheered with as much enthumiasim as il they
did umdersiand.

Noone can help being immensely impressed
by Buenos Amres. It s one of the typical
madermn l:.1]:|i!:||.+., standing in the list of the
great ciies of the modern world in compansy
with Vienna and Budapest, Herlin, Pans, Lon.
don, Mew Yook, and Chicage. [t has a grear
future, and the Argentine has a great future.

Huenos Aircs is both a charming and a
beawiful city, Sometimes unwise admirers
call it ¥ the Lattle Pans," Lt is never, in my
judgment, well to call anything the something
of somewhere elae; o do so s usually the
mark of a provincial mind without  seif-
reliance ; but, if this kind of comparison is
allowable at all, then Buenos Aires  should
bee called, not = the Latle Paris,”™ but * the
Paris of the New World,” for but a few
years will go by before it surpasses Paris in
population, as it already does in the extent of
territory  built up within the mumcipality.
FParis has a charn all its own ; and it is always
unwise for the citizens of any city, also with o
chiarm of its own, b speak as i it were oaly
a copy of an older city, cspecially 50 in s
cise, @% in certaim vital charactenstics thae ot
pens of the new city can well afford to assert
that it stands ahead, not only of Pars, but of
all the great cities of both Fuweope aowd the
United States,  There 5 no need of making
such sweeping nomenglatural comparisons at
all, as | hope we of the United States are
gradually ourselves discovering. By all means
find oui what specific things in any foreign
place should be sither copied or avoided. bt
do not make sweeping statements, and do

nat call =omething native by the name of
somethinge foreign,

Dirving around over the immense extent
of Buenos Atres, | was impressed with the
obvious increase in the pleasure of living
which itz buildings =nd, above all, the wn-
merabie  gardens represented,  There are
many public parlks, meoest of them =hfl aaly
newly planted. There are also many privae
gardens,  Even the little houses have them,
and the back yards are beautifully kept bits of
greenery instend of, a5 is oo often the case
i our own cikes, nadsnme abominations, The
workingmen, the artizans, and the small shop-
keepers very frequently, pechaps vsually, own
theie lsases,  As Tor the great houses, | was
much struck batly by the wealth and, on the
whole, by the taste of their propoetors, [
saw houses larger than any in wiach, as far
a8 [ know, any of our own multi-millionaires
dwell, ond, although they were in this great eity,
they were surrounded by gardens that were
beautsiul pleasuregrounds.  One such house
imprezsed me becavse of the way in which the
owner had made wse of the dead wall of the
howise that bounded the garden on the other
s, [nour country i would have been left ns
an unzizhtly dead wall, 1o this case, on the
contrary, it was taken into the general scheme
of ornamentation, and was transformed nto
an addivional attraction of the garden.

The climate 15 much milder than with us,
and [ aaw Ltle or oo trace of grinding pov-
crly, although of course, as n any other
greal city, it 18 casy enouech o Gnd what is
vicious and degrading amd unlovely, this
cqually among the idle poor and the jdle rch,
cspecizlty when the wdleness is by preference,
The aty is excellently cleaned, policed, paved,
s lighited,

The oty itsell aond the men whom [ met
gave 4 strong impression of power, of energy,
of seli-confident strengih, and of belief in
their futere. [ had come down from New
YVork with the Argentine Rifle Team which
had just wom the world's -.'|1:|.|:npi.-::-|:|x[1i.|r; thi=
army is alert, hard-working, eficient ; and
the capital naval officers whom [ met were
evidently well tramed. and were eagerly look-

iy forward o the advent of the two great
T



battle-ships, as formidable as any in the world,
which arc just being finished in the United
States for the Argentine Republic.  The
men at the head of the Government, and the
men generally who are interested in public
affairs and are taking the lead in socsal and
industrial movements, were all men of note
In the Argentine there has now been {or
many yvears political stability and order and a
tremendous industrial  development, 'he
nation has already achieved very much, and
nevertheless has only just begun it career of
achievement, The Argentines stand as our
full equal; they are a fine and strong people

they have a right to challenge the heany
respect and  consideration of every other
strong and free people, and to be accepred

The people of our country sometimes show
the very exasperating habit of lumping all
other American countries together, preascly
as until very recently many Europeans lumped
all the countries of America together.

Che attitude s ag absurd as the other.

\ view of foreign policy based upon the
belief that Hati and the United States are
essentially alike is no more ndiculous: than
the view based on the belief that the Angen-
tine and Haiti are substantially alike.  The
substantal similanity s between the Atgens
tine and the United States. To ipt'ﬂk of
wote of the trepical countries and the Argen-
ting as all parts of * Latin America ™ in the
sense of there being an cssential similarity and
cquality among them is peecisely like speaks
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SCHOUL-CHILDEEN SINGING ARGENTINE AND ANERICAN NATIONAL PATRIOTIC SONGS
(Caption and pictare cnntinued oo next page)

by every such people on a footing of full
equality.  As a matter of fact, the Argentine
people have a striking hkeness to the people
of the United States. 1 was continually
impressed by this likeness ; it is due partly
to similarity in institutions, partly to similarity
in physical cnvironment, partly because
exch countey the people are drawn from the
most energetic and self-relint membess of
‘ous European states.

ing in the same sense of Jamaica and  the
ITnited States as being parts of * FEnghsh
America.”  This  view is cqually absurd
whether taken by the United States as re-
aards all the countries south of it, or asseried
by some one of these countries themselves,
I'he attitude of the United States toward
the Argentine should be based on exactly the
same frank and matter of-course acceplance
of equality and mutuality of respect as is
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implied in our relations with Germany and
Fngland, France, ltaly, Sweden, and Holland.
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reached 1 am willing to conceive ; that it will
change from time to time is mercly another

One day I visited the House of Deputies,
the Senate not being in session. As every-
where, 1 was received with the utmost cour.
tesy. 1 was given a scat, and addresses

way of saying that it has not become fossil-
ized. But it certainly seems to me that there
is an Argentine type, a type showing many
of the traits of the so-called Latin nations,
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IN HONON OF MR, ROOSEVELT IN FROXNT OF THE EDUCATIONAL BUILDING
Mr. Rossevels and the pubiiic officia’s are seen b the taloony
(Caguan avd picture coutinued from preceding page)

were made in my honor, My advent inter-
rupted a debate in which the foremost part
was taken by one of the four Socialist Depu-
ties, a umiversity man, evidently predomi-
nantly of Indian blood—the only Ieputy who
showed clear traces of Indian blood. The
building was handsome, with the general
resemblance to all such buildings, including
the Capitol at Washington, wiuch is to be
expected,

Varous men and women whom [ met
told me that there was still no Argentine 1y pe,
that everything was in a state of flux and
transformation, that the great number of
immigrants arriving would completely change
the type. That the final type has not been

but with an energy and a power of practical
achievement which we are more apt 1o asso-
ciate with the Northern races. It is the
growth of the energetic business spirit which
in the Argentine, as elsewhere in temperate
South America, has donie most 1o put a stop
to revolutionary disturbances, Persistence in
the revolutionary habit renders progress of
any kind absolutely hopeless.  Exactly as the
success of disunion in the Civil War would
have meant retrogression and decadence for
all the United States, so the suppression of
the revolutionary spirit means that South
America will grow just as North America
has grown,

Soeciety in the Argentine capital is charm-



AT THIS RECEPTION MR. ROOSEVELY MET PERSONALLY HIS FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN AXND
ENGLISH COLONIES

THE KECEFTION AT FRINCE GEORGE'S HALL



DINNER GIVEN BY DR. FRERS

The pentlemn, froem belt to right : Dr, Comez, Miciser of the Interior; Fe-President Roci; Mr. Roosevelt;
United States Minisier Gaseess
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NECEFTION BY THE ALUMNI OF AMERICAN COLLEGES




BOY SCOUTS ON THE MANCH TO GREET MR, ROOSEVELT




FROM THE GRAND STAND WATCHING THE SCHODL-BOYS SEEN IN THE PICTURE BELOW
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SUCHOOL-BOYS GOING THRUOUUH EXEKCISES BEFORE MK, KOOSEVELT
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SISTERS OF MERCY, MR. ROOSEVELT, AND FATHER ZARM




IN THE CHAMBER OF DEFUTIES
In the tront row of seats in the center Me. Rooseven s secn scated between Depaties



INSPELTING A COMPANY OF ARGENTINE INFANTAY
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THAVELING IN THE Y OCHILDREN'S THAINT
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FELLING THE COAT OF AN ANIMAL SHOWN BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE
ZOMOGICAL GARDEN, FROFESSOR ONELLE

THE VISIT TO THE Z0OO




PHOTORAR B7 BR0ws R0 Tl s
GRAIN ELEVATORS ON THE WATER-FRONT

PRUTOGRARS BY Ba0aN S0U TS
A GLIMPSE OF DUENOS AIRES SHIFPING
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SALUTING WORKMEN IN RESPFONSE TO THEIR CHEERS FROM THE SHORE

THE VISIT TO THE HARBOR



ing. The women, by the way, can teach
certain vital lessans to their sisters i certain
other civitized countries bath of the Old and
the Mew World, They are high-bred, they
are charming. they are beautifully dressed,
and they are also admirable wives and moth-
ers.  Large families are the rule and not the
exception among them.  Time after time |
was intpoduced o some woman of ihe highe
est social rank and standing, well gowned,
charming in manner, atractive, and voumng-
looking, and [ound thar she was tle mother
of six or eight children whom she had borne,
whom she lad herseld nureed ; and € had
never oocarred to her as possible to fail to
do her whole duty by them,  There is a sad
and dreadiul sice to the sex question
social life in all countries, and there are cer
tain aspects of thus question in the Argentine,
g [ar ax the men are coswcermed, which are
very evil.  But from the standpoint of e
pibce it musl be oremembered that the oaly
unpardonable sin, becavse the oaly sin Eo
which there is no stonement By reform or in
any other manner, is the sin of wiillivl race
suicile,  In the vital poant of family growih
socly 15 on a more sansfactory basis o
most of South America than in many Fure
pean counities. i s oq 3 more satislactony
basia tham m much of the Englisl-speaking
wiorld,  The men who are the leaders in the
grvernmental, business, and social life of the
Argentine are fathers of large families. Large
famities are the rule m all classes of society
It has beew said that these large families
exit in the Angentne merely because the
Argentine 18 a new countey, with vast unocen
pied spaces ver w fill.  Uhe untroth of this
stalement 15 made evident by a moment’s
consideration of the case of Australin.  Auws-
trafin 55 & newer cosntry than the Argentine.
with a smaller population, and with vaster
spiwces stll o fill; Lot the Ausirabian bisth
rate has sunk w0 the New Fagplind level,
which s mol mach alawve e French level,
It oughe ot o be, But evidetly s, pecessar
b point our that as a mere question of
mathematics, il these Wwndencics  contine
unchanged, the end of the twentieth centary
will see 2 reversal of the relative positions of
the peoples speaking English and the peopdes
speaking o Latine American tongee,

A URFAT BUSINESS CITY

Of course Buenos  Alres 05 primarily a
great business city, a great commercial oy,
e impeovernents made in the port during

the past fifteen or twenty vears have been
edtracidinary, aed the spint of basiness
cnterprise is a8 marked sz among the fost
cnterprising cites of the Unived States, A
few American business firms and business
men have had their eyves opened o the
opportunities that here offer. There are bag
beel-packing  establishments, for instance.
But as vet American business firms have an
astonshmgly small proportional  representa.
tonn in the Argentine.  There shoubd, of
courae b= a dieeer lue of stezmers from the
United States o Buenes Aires, and an
American bank i the city. Hot the essén-
tial thing is that the American business men
of enterprise should Tor themaelves soudy the
conditions here and then mect them.  This
means that they should send down first-class
men wha will act a5 their agents and repre-
ganlativies on fhe groatncd, and will prepare
the way exactly as a Chicago firm wouid pre-
joare the iy 1o establish dself b New York
of San Franciseo or New Orleans, There
must b the personal comtact by the man
on the rround who koows what it i2 he is
dealing with,  Again, the American business
mian should learn 1o differentiate between one
South Amercan state and another. 1t is
astonishing to see how hard-headed, practical
business men will group the Argentine Ke-
partalie with sonse bankrupt and revelunonary
little state where no man can alfond o do
business as he diocs i the Uniied Sanes
whereas in the Argentine s man can affond
to do business excepting as he does it in the
Limited States

This attitude is as uninteligent as if a
business man procecded upon the assump-
tion thar Ham and Cuebec, or Jamaica and
Manivoba, are 1o be oresited preciaely from the
same standpoint becawse i the first case
Tth the commuwnitics speak French and in
thee secomnd cise both speak Faglish

Whwere are locabities in the United States
where o busiess man must be cautious b
establishige credis, and the same 15 doubiless
e in the Argentne, bos in both countroes
alike the basiness man s aale In mast places.
Credits are o sehstantially the same Basis
in the two countries,  Responsible Argenniae
customners  shoalid  receive  precisely  stmilar
freatment to that given responsible customers
{rom Pennsyivania or Cahfornia,

Here 15 a nation with over 2 million square
miles of termtosy, mueh of it soil of exiraoe-
dinary clchness, with great cites and inng-
merable farms and ranches, and a thriving,



energelic, progressive population. It is a
land which i= increasing by leaps and bounds
m every direction and im all respects. Such
a land opens possibilities which our busmess
men ought not fo neglect,  The American
busiress man, however, can pever do any.
thing i the Argentine country until he
realizes that the Argentine atizen, fike gvery
one elae, will by what he wants, and nat
what somebody elae thinks he ought 10 want.
As an illustration, small bBuae by noe means
urimportant, of 1he cunious lack of business
semse exhibited by many American business
men i their okealings with the Argenting, |
may mention that they contimually gend busi-
ness cireulars and business letters to the
Argentinge with two-cent stamps.  The pros
pective customer has 1o make up the differ
ence,  Wherever he does thus make up the
difference it can be accepred as certain that
the chiel smpreasion left on his mibsd by the
correspondesce s that he wishes o avead
basiness dealings with 3 man who takes so
littbe trouble as either not (o know what the
postnge to the Argentine s or nob {9 care.
A reasonably far-sighted business man would
be careful to avokd making the recipient of
his Petver or circular pay beavily Tor the dosks-
Ful pdeasure of receiving i,

Chve day I went on a wughoat down ihe
leng canzl whicl ferms o part of the dock
svstemn along the river-front, There was a
kength of about eight miles, with a succession
of drawbridpes, and each side covered with
mercanfile extabhshments, while an unmeer:
rupted line of vessels lay moored along the
ciaaya The Plata is a vast shallow estuary,
and there are no especial zdvaniages mark-
ing Boenos Aires as a port. ln canssquence
the enterprise of man has had to supply the
deficiencies.  This has been amply done,
partly by the foresgrht of the Government
and partly by the energy of private indi
viduals, and the port now redembles the best
porie  of §ts kind-—Hamburg,  Liverpool
Glasgaow, Boston, harseillies—so far as Facili-
tics for commerce are concerned.  YWhen the
natural abstackes are remembered, the shal-
lowness of the stream and the mud flats, thas
result is surprising, and 158 another proof, i
any were necded, of the energy of the new
pecple growing up here in the South. It s
oiien said thar only loregners are responsi-
Lile for this great commercial development,
In every new city it will be found that old-
estabdished forcirn firms play a great part in
the development. This s inewvtable. It

OCCUES i our own new ctes. ot these for-
cigners are asaociated with natives By various
business dealings, and, moreover, most of
them remain in the countey, maery, and thede
cheldren  become natives—exactly as  the
Astars  have become a New Vork and the
Barings a London family,. Many of the
successful men 1 met were Argentines of
the ol stock.

EDUCATION

Among the eapecially ilLlL-rg'xhng thing:.
that I saw in Buenos Aires was an ouidoor
gathering of schoolchildeen.  The Minister
of Public Instruction was a young man, by
professson himself a teacher and a professor
in the unversity, FHe was in political life
merely to help carry oat the reforms, to for-
ward the movements, which were dear 1o his
heart. He had no intenton of remaining
permanently in public life, and was a poeliican
only in the sense in which the word can be
applied o every man who takes an ellfechive
and practical interest in pablie affairs in osder
to advance a worthy cause, He had arranged
to have several thousand schoal-children aof
one school district gather outside a big school
Bailding.  As with so muoch that 1 have seen
down here, the striking lact wasz how closely
it afl resembled what 1| knew a1 home.  The
resemblance extended even 1o the Gact thae,
as in any Amencan <y, a great number of
the schonl-children were of forekgn parentage.
As the director explained to me, and as cvery
worthy cducator al bome realizes, ths meant
that it was all the more important o (each
all of them devation w one flag, 1o one
couniry.  Patriedic exercises are goosd things
for school-children in all cowntrics, but they
are indispensably necessary in those countries
in which many different races are being {fuszed
Nt ong commmen mationahty,

Tler scbesl-childeen, @ane ve or six thoo.
sagd in moaenber, weee bmediately s [ront
aof the bailding, with a great crowd of on-
lookers.  The children were substantially
like our own: while there were a smaller
proportion of bond heads and a langer pro-
portion of black heads, bath types were
present, and every grade between,

Immediately back of the schaolchildren
proper wiere a couple of hundeed Boy Seouts,
as alert and vigorous and scli-respeciing as
sa many Boy Scouts of our own nation,
There were two groups of prettly dressed
litthe girls, each of which performed calisthenic
exercizes.  The band played national airs,






