A League for Preparedness

By Theodore Roosevelt, ex-President of the United States,
and

George L. von Meyer, ex-Seerctary of the Navy.
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MR ROOSEVELT'S LETTER.
By Donr Mr, Maxim:

I thank you henrtily for your bool on
* Dofonselese Ameorien,” Tt is o capital
book wnd 1 believo it s safe to say that
no wise and patriotic Amoeriean enn fail
Lip recopnize Uie serviee thal you have
romdered in oweltlog it 1 hope L will
hawve  the  widest  possible  clrealntion
Lhroughout our sountry,

I way peland Lo soe Lhe Plest-closs lelbors
that luwve been weilben you by sucl pood
Americuns oy Osear Strawva, Goarrebt 1%
Serviss, Rear Admival W, W, Kimball, ©,

. Greay, lHolman Doy, and the sthers. On
e othor hond, 1T was saddencd by the
exLrnordinary letler sent you by the three
young mon who purporled to speak for
the senior class of the college of which
they are members, The course of con-
duct which these men arad thoese like them
advocate for e nation would, of course,
not only mean o peculinr craven avoid-
anee of mitionsl duty by our people at
this Ltime, but would slso inevitably tend
permancntly Lo encourage the spirib of
individunal cowardice no less than of na-
tional cownrdico,

The professionusl pacifists, the pro-



Figshonal  ponco-ul-nny-prico men,  who
during Lthe last five years have bheen so
nellive, who have poshod the mischievous
sll-wrbitralion  Ltroaties al WashingLon,
who have eondoned our eriminnl inactiv-
ity as eogrnlds Mexieo soud, above nll, ns
rogards Uw questions raised by e proat
world war new ragging, wd who have ap-
ploudad our abjeet fnilure o live up Lo
e obliggntions imposed upon s ns W
siggnntory power of The Haguo Conven-
L, ke, ot hest, an unlovely body of
mieny, and Laken aa o whole are prolably
the st undesivabile citisens Lhal Uls
country conluins,

But il is lesa shocking s ree asuch
sontiments  developed among  old  men
than among young men, The colleps
alilents whe organize or  join these
popeo-pl-any-prico loagues are ongaged,
necarding Lo their foehle abilities, in eul-
Livating o stondard of manhoml which, if
logzieally applicd, would moke {hem desire
to “arbitrate  with any towgh individual
who slupped Lhe sister or sweethonrl of
ong of Lthem in Ltho foce.

Well-momnboge poople, as we all now,
somelimes advocale s course of action
which ia infamous; and, as wos proved by
the great Ceppechend Paviy fifty years
ago, Lthere are always some brove men Lo
Lie Tound eondoning or advocnbing dosds
of nationnl eownrdice. Bul the fact ro-
maing thot the sdvoentos of paeilism
wha hawve beon most prominent in owre
country during the past five yonrs have
bicen presching pollroonery.

Such premsching, i persovored in long
enowgh, soltens the Cibre of wny nation,
and, nhwve wll, of Uwse proapching il omd
il il ia reduced Lo practice it s roinous
Lo notional character.  These meon have
Been dolng Lheir best Loomaloe us the
Chinn ol the Oceident, and the colloge
students, such as Lthuse of whom  you
speak; have already reachod o level con-
siderably below that to which the highar
typo of Chinoman has wow strogelod on
his upward path,

On the whole, for the nation s Tor the
individunl, the most contemptilile of all
ning is the sin of cownardice; nnd while
thers are other aling as base there ore
none baser, The prime dutly for Lhis nn-

tiow b= Lo propoarce itsolf so that U enn
prodect itsell—and this §s the doty that
you are prenching in your admirable
wolumne, Tt b5 only whon this duly has
been neeomplishoed thal we ahall be abilo
o perfovm the further doty of helping
the couse of e world righleousness by
backing the couse of the international
peace of juatice (the only kind of peaes
worth having) not merely by words but
Ly dewds, :

A ponce confercnce such as Chal which
some of our countryman propose sl the
moment. Lo Lold is puvely woxious, wntil
ne e preliminary wo put ouraclves in such
shupe that what we soy will exeile the
respect nmd nol Lhe derision of foreign
mietiona; aml, furthermore, until we have
by proctieal netion abown that we nro
heartily asbamed of ourselvos for our
craven nbandonment of duly in not dar-
g Lo say noword when The Hague Cons
ventions were ruthlessly vielntod Lefors
QR Gy,

Righteousness must be  pul  Delore
peace, amd penco must be recopnized as
of value anly when it is the hand-maiden
of justiee.  The doctring of wationsl or
individual newtrality between right and
wrong is an igneble deelrine, unwortly
the supporl of any brave or honorable
mar. IL is wicked to b neoutral bolweon
rvight, wnil wrong, amd Uhis stalomont enn
b suecessfully rofuled cnly by men wha
are preparved Lo hold up Pontivs Pilate,
the arch-typical neubral of all time, as
worthy of ewr admivation,

An dgmoble pesec may be the waorst
erime aEninst Bumanity, and righteous
war may represenl Lhe proslost sorvieos
ponndion ean ol o given moment rendor Lo
itsell and Lo manlkind.

Our peaple also nesd Lo come to their
renHEA aboul Che manalaclure snd sale
of arms and ammuonition.  OF eourse, Lhe
snme moral low applics here belween nn-
tiona as botweoen  individoals within a
nation.  Thoere is nol the slightest Jif-
ference belween selling ammunition in
Limie of war amd in thme of peace, beciuse
when seld in time of peace it is only sold
with o view Lo possibilily or likelihood of
war, L should never be asld Lo peaple
who will madoe Dad wse of i, and it should



be froely sold at all timea Lo those who
will use It for o proper purpose,

It is abaolutely essentinl that we
ghoulid hive storos where eitizens of o
pation cun buy orms and ammunition. It
iz a service to good citizenship to sell o
rovolver Lo an honost houscholder for usa
against burglnrs or o a policeman for
pge againgt * gunmen.” It is an outrage
against humanity knowingly to sell such
» revolvor to o burglay or o " punman'’
The morality of the sale depends upon
the purpase and the probable use,  This
in trwe among individuals 1t i3 no less
fruwe woomE nabions,

T am speaking of thoe moral right. Our
legrn]l right Lo sell ammunition: to the
Allies is, of course, perfecl, just as Ger-
many, the greatest trader in ammunition
L abhor nabions in Lhe past, bod an ontire
legnl right Lo sell guns and ammunition
to Turley, Tor instanee. ol b addition
to anie logeal vight Lo sell ammiunition to
those cngnped in brying o restore Bel-
ginm Lo hor own people, iU is alse oo
moeral duly Lo do so, preciaely as it ia n
mornl duly Lo sell arms te policemon for
use apainst * punooen”

Wishing you all possible suceess, T am,
fuithfully yours,

THEODNRE ROOSEVELT.

Hulzon Maxim, Esqg., Lansing, N, J.

MR, MEYER™S SPEISCH.

The Muetisnal Secwrity Lewgoe broaglt
ita bwo-ctay Peaee and Prepeealion Cor-
Jerewen fo o close own June 15, 1905, with
a Dewelieone in the Hotel Adator ol wlick
wven oo 100 seese eened women Tislenad
to ivverge von Lo Meger, co-Secrelory of
P Mooy, era o sesisearer el Hherd Bhe meeagy
of Hhe [eited Stafes sons wlterly wafil
For g witle awy Firsl-cluzs wolion. My,
Meyer wos inlerrupled seny thnes by
applueeee, and Lhe lowdeat ontleerst came
whese Jie ploced the Wawe for whal he
tevipperd e prevaeerd dlenegrn izl alale ﬂ_llr
e sty agrarely ap o Secrelavy Ji-
gegiirs Fhopiefa,  He sadd, ie peret 2

Tn enlling attention to these defects
I bave not done ao from o desire to
eriticiae the present hemd of the pavy,
although [ do believe that he i@ rospon-
gible for the demoralized condition of

the personnel and the decrensed effi-
cleney of the navy.

I odvancing  kie argument for o
graitar wey My, Meger cortended fhat
aieft o step wonld be the beal safeguard
agiainst war, He aasorbod that we would
Fevewgt Dol neer vens il Spodin iw 1908 if
dut feadl bl fourr snodre akipe like tha Ove-
goi,  With aweh a powerful  fighting
Foren, he argued, o uebion af thal e
would hove dored to mest us.  Spain
qeonld hove yiclded withont a fight, and
ihin cowntry wonld hove soved F500,000,-
op0,  He contiveed :

The only atlaele we need consider s
an atlack frem zome preal naval power,
and Tor that reason we need an ade-
quale anvy beesuse it lends  toward
ponee, becise it discourages attack and
porves Lie oest interests of the country,
while an inodeguate navy is o vast ox-
pense o the country and doess not serve
nE u protection,

OF the thirty-Tive battleships thal we
bnve Loday only iwenly-one are in com-
mbssion and rendy for emergency., O
those  Laondy-one, thres hawve broken
ghafts, and the fourlh is a torbine bat-
tloship which was put out of commis-
ston because it peoda to be thoroughly
gvorbpuled,  Tno addition to that, there
e sevenly fighling vesscels which are
ok rendy Lo b ealled upon for an emer-
poney becnuse they are out of commis-
sion and would reguire o leng overbaul-
foge, We  luwek  baltle erwvisers, scoub
erulgers, neroplanes, and armed airships.

Our submarine fleet is in o critical
condition. ‘The complement of torpedo
vessels has been reduced Trom 16 to 26
per cent. to get men Lo commission new
boata.  This reduction in porsonnel is a
gevious handicap, reduces the efficiency
of ithe destroyvers, alffects conlentiment,
and prevents the bonts belng kept in
good condition.  The Atlantic flect nebds
6,000 men, seeording to the ovidenee af
the Commander in Chief of that [ect
The rescrve Clect nf Philadelphin wos
Tnrgrely depleted in order to gel a new
erew for the Alnbama when she wns or-
dored to Hampten Boads to enforee new-
trality; amd the noval foree of Hampton
Roads was o pitifully weak omo: One



emall sulunarvine, one lttle Lerpeds de-
stroyver divorted from Anoapolis, aond one
reserve battleship, of which the Tleet in
Philodelypdiin bl Leen rolilsd in order Lo
pul her in commiagsion.

The roviow in New York this yvoar wos
o poor imitotion of previous reviews, in
thalt the reserve [lect was absend, 1t
witd i mere parade, nol o mobilizotion,
It did not indicstlo the btroe condition of
the fleet, becnuse the peaple did not
know thoe whole Lruth, For lock of mon,
ghips nre laid up in navy yards, where
they rapldly detoriorate, like n wvacant
housie,

All smndl ships and all eruisers now
lnid wp for lnck of men are needed in
Moxico and elsewhere, amd should Dbe
ready for an emorpgeney call. The eom-
plement of enlisted moen ol shoro sta-
tions and Lraining stallons hos boen kopt
down, with o decidod loss of efficiency
and preatly to the discontent and dis-
combort of the men. A navy with an in-
gulTicient and disgrontled personnel can-
not be officient, and ils morale must
necessarily be disastrously of focted.

It wwonld tafze 1E,000 men in orvder fo
procd the vesaels fhot are fit for o sero-
fiee Defo compiiaaion, Mr, Meyer anserted,
Congrass was to Muwe for nol having ea-
forbilighed o wetional eowecil of defense,
it gewerad afaff, wwd o walional reseroe af
GO0 effieient e, e e

It is the lacl of any definite noval
pilicy nnd the filore of Congreess Lo
recognise the necessity for such o policy

thiat has ploced us in o position of in-

feriority, which wmny load ws to war or
ciuse g pEreal embarrassmoent s well ng
dlseredil to Ehe country.,

Afe. Meper wreged an iwoealigation Ty
Congreas of owr watioual defopne, fo e
end thal a comprebensice plon shonld be
wetppbared for  the  fotwrea, e declered
Frirthar:

Thisz inveplipnlion has been denied to

the people by the leaders of the party in
power, and it is deplorable that there
ghould bo an attempl to decoivo Lthe pes-
ple in o matler of sueh vitnl importones,

OFFICIAL RESOLUTION.

Here da the vesolulion of the league,
telvicle vwoas foder votifica by the of ficial
delegates and  forwarded to the White
Howwe ot Washiwgton :

Whoerons, The ovenls of Lhe past yeny
havve demonstrated the Tael Lhal war, oo
matter how greatly it moy boe deplored,
muy suddenly aml unexpectedly  ovour,
notwilhstanding the existence of Lreaties
of peace and amilty, and have alse shown
that nations who were unprepared have
pevid sl sre paying the price of their
Inek of foresighit;

And, Wherens, The reports of our mili-
tury and naval experts have made elenr
that the defenrive forees of the country
are inadeguale for ithe proper proteclion
of our eonsls nond Lo onable our Govern-
ment Lo maintain ils wecoplod policies
and to Tulfill ils obligations Lo olher
Btales, and Lo exert in the adjustment of
inlernalional guestions Lhe infllucnee in
which the Republic is eobitled;

Therefore, e il Resolved

That we appesl to the Prosident, if
consistent with the public inlerest, Lo call
the early atlention of Congress Lo the
pressing peed of prompl and efficient
netion go Cthat the resources of our groat
couniry enn be obilized [or the proper
defense of the Hepublic:

Anmd, Resolved, That the Molionel See
curily League, under whose auspices Chis
Posee and DPreparation Conlorenco has
Beeseny Baedd, D vegeed Lo continue the work
which it bas  already  wdortadon,  of
Lvimpginge the Amerienn people loo oo full
realizalion of our deploralde state of un-
preporedness amd of  the necessily  of
netion by Congress.



