A Shadow Program

By Theodore Roosevelt
Ex-President of the United Stalee

The program aonnounced by DProsident Wilson ot the Manhattan Club dinner i3
assailed by Colonel Theodere Hoosevelt in o slalement made publle on Mov. 11, 1015, as
a polivy of adrolt delay and make-believe action put forward for polltlenl purposes.
The statement fs part of an arliele which will appear In the January lssue of The

Matropolitan Mogazing,

SSERTING that the proposed plan
A is entirely inadequate, Colonel
Roosevelt calls npon the * ordinary
citizens " to wake to their needs and
“lead the should-be leaders™ who have
failed them. He advocates a regular
army of 250,000, with enough officers to
command an army of 1,600,000 if a crisis
ghould avise, and immediate action to
make our navy the second in the world.
He ales pleads for permanent munition
plant: west of the Allephanies.
The question of expense is sccondary,
the Colonel asserted, as ¥ five years hence
it may be altogether too late to spend any
monay."”
Here is Colonel Roosevelt's statement:
There are two immediately vital needs
of thiz nation: 1, That our navy shall
at the earliest possible moment be made
the second in the world in point of size
and effieleney. 2. That our repular
army shall be increased to at least a
quarter of a million men, with an ample
rezerve of men who could be at once put
in the ranks in the event of a sudden at-
tack wpon us; and provision made for
many times the present number of of-
ficers; and in administration, provision
made for a combination of entire ef-
ficiency with rigid economy that will be-
gin with the abandonment of the many
useless army posts and navy yards,
Meither of these needs ia in any way
met by the President's proposals, I am
sincerely glad that he has now reversed
the attitude taken in his message to Con-
gress a year ago, in which he advocated
keeping this nation unpreparved and help-
less to defend its honor and vital in-
terest against foreign foes, But I no less
sincerely regret that he has not thought
out the situation and is not prepared to

The ex-President's stolement appeara below.

present a real and substantial plan for
defense instead of a shadow program.

During the last three years our navy
hag fallen off appallingly in relative po-
gition among the nations. The Adminis-
tration now proposes a plan, to be fol-
lowed mainly by the next Administration,
which, if hereafter lived up to, would
porhaps replace the navy where it for-
merly was, in five years' time-——a plan
which in reality, therefore, iz merely an
adroit method of avoiding sobstantial
action in the present. This will not do.
There should be no poliey of adroit delay
and make-believe action. Our Govern-
ment should make provisions this year
which will insure the regaining of our
naval place at the earliest possible mo-
ment, The work should hegin on a lavge
geale at once, This is of the first im-
portance,

But is alzo vital to bring the army
abreast of national needs. The proposed
plan to create a rival National Guard of
half-trained or quarter-trained wvolun-
teers—for that is what the absurdly
named “econtinental army”  would
amount to—if tried will prove wvery ex-
pensive, very detrimental to the existing
Ntaional Guard, and entively uvseless
from the standpoint of meeting the real
needs of the eountry. It would put a
buginess premivm on the unpatriotic em-
ployer, who would not permit his men to
take part in it, It would be much wiser
to spend the money in increasing the sins
and efficlency of the National Guard,

The proposed inerease in the size of
the regular army iz utterly inadequate to
gorve any real purpose. It is one of those
half measures which are of service, if at
all, only from the political standpoint.
Either we need to prepare or we do not.



If we do, then we should prepare ade-
guately.

I should not regard as wise a pro-
posal for doing away with the New York
Fire Department—the wisdom of such a
proposal belng about on a par with the
wisdom of the attitude of the profession-
al pacifists as regards what they are
pleased to eall. * militavism," Vet it
would not be materially less wize than a
proposal to compromise by, on the one
hand, having fire engines, but, on the
other hand, not fitting them to throw a
stream of water higher than the second
story, The military plans of the Admin-
istration are on a level with plans for the
New York Five Department which should
provide only for second-story hose; they
go on the theory that it is desirable to
try to put out a fire a little, but not too
muech. Now, it is always wise either to let
a five alone or to deal with it thoroughly,

I very ecarnestly hope that the ordi-
nary citizens of this country, since their
official leaders refuse to lead them, will
themselves wake to their own needs and
lead the should-be leaders. Let us at
onte take action to make us the second
naval power in the world, Let us take
the action this year, not the year after
next. Do it now.

As regards the army, first and fore-
most let us have the plan of the General
Staff made public. Let us know the ad-

viee of the experts. Then provide a rep-
ular army of a quarter of a million men,
Relatively to the nation their army would
be mo larger than the New York police
foree is relatively to the City of New
York. Provide a real reserve of enlisted
men. Provide as many officers, active
and reserve taken together, as will en-
able us to officer a million and a half
of men in the event of war, Meanwhile
do everything possible for the Wational
Guard, providing the necessary Federal
control to make it really efficient; and
provide for many {raining camps like
that at Plattshurg,

Drop the undemocratic continental vol-
unteer army which discriminates between
employer and employed, which would help
the unpatriotic employe who refused to
do as his patriotic rival was glad to do,
and which would result merely in the es-
tablishment of an inefficient rival to the
National Guard.

People speak in praise of volunteers.
I also praise the volunteer who volunteers
to fight, but I do not praise the volunteer
who volunteers to have somebody else
fight in his place, Universal service is
the only way by which we can secure
real democracy, real fairness and justice,
Every able-bodied youth in the land
should be proud to and should be re-
quired to prepare himseli thoroughly to
protect the nation from armed force,



