RED AND WHITE ON THE BORDER.

Y THEODORE HOOSEVELT.

Aronc the line of the Little Missouri,
where my cattle range, we are not brought
very much in contaél with Indians; still
from time to time we are visited by wan-
dering bands, and the outlying ranches
are never free from a ceriain unensy fear
of possible inroads. T'o the southeast of
us, in a vist tradt of fertile and well-
watered country, lies the great reservation
of the warlike Sioux people ; to the north
our lands march upon those of the more
peaceful Manduns and Grosventres : while
bands of Cheyennes and Crows sometimes
penetrate to us from the west and south-
west, Although for some years none of
these tribes have been on the war-path,
yet their relations with the white frontiers-
man are at best but those of armed neu-
trality, and there are all the time occur-
ring additions to the long list of injuries,
wrongs and insults done to cach other by
the two races.

The bad feeling thus existing is partly
due to lack of governmentul wisdom in
dealing with the Indian tribes, and in
part is simply the inevitable outcome of
the contnét between brutal, reckless and
overbearing frontiers-men on the one side
and a setof treacherous, revengeful and
fiendishly cruel savages on the other.
As illustrating this fecling, 1 may speak
of what goes on and is now going on
in my own immediate neighborhood.
In the first place the Indian tribes look on
the whites with precisely the same feclings
of hatred or friendship that they feel for
each other; that is, just as a group of
wild beasts would look upon another
group. OF course I am not now speak-
ing of * good Indians ™ like the Pucblos,
nor of almost civilized tribes like the
Cherokees, who are quite as straight in

their comdudt as are the pood whiles,
An Indian tribe will, it left free, always
dlestroy another tribe that is much weaker
than iwselfy and so it will a body of de-
fonceless whites, [t will, however, make
treaties with tribes of equal strength 3 and
again, so it will with the white-skinned
intruders. 1t will resent injury or erowil-
ing from the one and the other alike;
and naturally it regavds the destruétion or
the driving out of the game on which it
lives with the keenest indignation.  On
the other hand, the white settlers naturally
and properly fail to see that there is any
justice whatever in keeping them out of
vast tradts of lonely wililerness, to which
they have quite as much title as the red-
skinned hunters who oceasionally roam
over them, In places in the West, the
ciattlemen have tried to claim for their
own use many scores of square miles of
territory, and some of these ranches have
even been fenced in ring fences, thus en-
closing sometimes as much as fty square
miles of good ground.  Very properly the
settlers refuse to recogmize any such elaim,
procecding from mere partinl occupancy
of a great tradl of wild ground ; and they
have been backed up by public sentiment
in the East.  But there is even less renson
for their recognizing the elaims of Indian
proprictorship, for the eattlemen have at
least put on stock, expended labor on im-
provements, ete., while the Indians have
done nothing whatever.  When my cattle
first came Lo the Little Missouri, the only
inhabitanis were a score or so of white
hunters, who viewed the advent of scttlers
with grim dissatisfaétion, and did all they
dared to keep them out.  Nobody paid
much heed to their threats, orregarded
the bhoundary lines of their imaginary



property ; they were very plainly given to
vnderstand that they must run their chance
with the rest, and that esch could have
his own small claim, that he eould eulti-
yate, and no more. This was certainly
the proper course to follow as regards
fhem 3 oaned it is difficalt to moke a settler
pnlerstand why the moasure he metes
out to n set of white-skinned hunters is
not ilso good enough for another set whoese
skins happen to be red,

Unfortunately, the honest settler a8 soon
as he haos established himself promptly
proceeds to moke common cause with
every white vough against all Indians,
The great trouble is that neither reds nor
whites pay any attention to ndividouality,
but merely to rmee. 1 love known a par-
ty of white hunters shoot o couple of Crows
boeause some Cheyennes had  plundered
their camp wnel w hody of Sioux to raid
a harmless seitlement of grangers because
some horse thieves had stolen o bond of
their ponies.  Each party holds all of the
other side responsible for the dewls of o
ruscally few,  Thos by degrees even the
decent whites get o adopt o very unforte-
nate code of morals by which to reguolate
their trentment of Indinns ;o they view
an outrage upon the laiter with perfedt
indificrence or even approval. The one
crime, par excellonce. onthe plains, wihich
fwarfs all others, i horse-stenling 3 itisthe
one oflence for which there is no pardon,
Mo matter how Do goman may be, or low
much he may be disposed to make a show
andd Drag of his bodoess, he will yel be
excectingly wary of allowing any ene Lo
think that he can be even suspected of
being o horse-thief,  Nevertheless T have
time and agonin hewrd men in the most
mixed compiny boasting of, or guictly
discussing, thoir feats in stealing hisrses
feonm Inddinns, without the slightest attempt
at concealment, and apparently without a
thought that they could be aceused of any
wrong=doing.  The rougher charafters
o much farther than this and will often
commit gross outrages, ever to killing

perfeétly peaceful Indians, i there is any-
thing to be gainod by it although such
outrages are usually carefully concenled.
On the other hand the Indinns show guite
as little hesitaney in wrong-doing when-
ever they think they enn escape reprisals:
and nany so-called ontrages upon Indians
are in reality inerely instanees of the snime
summary revenge being taken upou aored
as woild olso be taken upon o wlhite ollen-
der.  In the cattle country, offenses like
burning the gross or killing steers are
those which it is of the greatest importimee
to the community as a whole to see pun-
ished 3 and the man whe suffers by or
first discovers the offense is expedted to
tarlee the law fnto his own hands,  Indians
are vory apt te sot fire to the grass, and if
pame i8 scavee will kill cattle without
hesitation § if discovered in the aét by any
cowhoys the latter are almost certain to
nxenil themy, as they would also do if they
were white, and, indeed, it 15 hard to sy
why they do not aét vightly,  After one or
two of these encounters the cowhboys gel
to regard Indions as their natural foesg
el the more reckless and lawless spirits
among them then do not hesitate to alitack
them inoany way whenever they ean geta
chanee. It is frequently o hoast with such
men that they hove Killed Dndions, almost
without  provocation.,  Still it is to be
remembered that these same men would
amd do kill thedr fellow whites quitke as
guickly 3 their condudt simply ilustrates
one phase of frontier lnwlessness,  What
we have to complain of, ns before saidl,
is the inditlorence with which their decent
neighlors look o,

Among mumerons other cases that have
eome to my knowledge [ omay mention
the following, At one time three white
horse-thioves ran ofl’ @ boand of ponics
from the Grosventres north of us
drove them dewn through our county.
Several ranchmen knew of it, as it after-
warids turmed ont, but gave no information
to the Indiang, nor in any way hindered
the escape of the thieves; yet had the



sufferers heen whites, these snme ramch-
men would have been the first o raise the
hue and cry.  No allowance is made on
either side for the difference with which
individunls behave § the Indions will kill
the eattle of a man who has always done
them striél justice exadily as quickly as o
horse-thicf will run ofl” the ponies of o
porfedtly inollensive aned friendly eibe,

Avound us the wain trouble arises from
the size of the reservations mud the lnck of
an adequate guard 1o present the mutoal
wrongs and  veprisals from going on,
The Indiops are halt panperized by the
gsue of povermment ralions; the gone
having been killed off, these great veser-
vations are of no use whatever o them ;
and then they are allowed to wander o of
them, with the inevitalle result of pro-
ducing serious collisions with the sur-
rounding cattlemen and settlers. Were
the reservations cut down o a fradtional
part of their present size, the ol allotted
in severalty amd made inalienable, the
Indians being gradually ught  brodes,
there would be at least o step in the vight
diredtion. A comparatively small spae
of land would be easier goarvded: the
Indians would be kept much closer to-
gether, and it would be easicr 1o protedt
them from wrong-deers ad o prevent
them  from  themselves  breanking  out,
Above all it would be casler e prevent
them from getting ot liquor, o curse Lo
the whites, but simple death and destrue-
tion to the rveds; at present the wonder-
ing bands will bacter everything, from
their wives and thnungrhters down, for rum.

When they visit o frontier town they have
for their prime objed o bestial argy.
anel Ehere gre plenty of unserupulous and
degraded whites to help them o their
wisles,

Woere the Dndinns kept together and
puarded, i possible, by army officers,
they wwould be very quick to learn the
henelits of striét aml even-hamded justice,
Nothing cun be move demoralizing than
the way in which at prosent the fercer
spirits of o tribe esenpe with impuiity
fronm the elleéls of their own misdecds,
while  perfedlly  harmless members are
brutadly maltrested by some white ruffinns
only to see the latter in their turn go scol
free.  Certninly there will have to he o
change i there is to ANy regrress
whatever on the part of the Dudians, AL
prosent U Tads aronmd us seem guile as
vicious sl degraded and guite as Lt
aglvanced towards eivilization as was the
case live venrs ago. Under o change of
system such as spoken of above dwe ma-
Jority of o wribe would doubtless fail
iccomumedate themselves to thealtered gon-
ditions of their life, and wonld die out
bt vy, skl these the best, would s
nocommodate  themsclves, wl the rest
wouhll after all merely share the fate of
the mumy thousands of whites along the
fronticr who are too vieious, ignorant and
shiftless toowork, aod, like t]l;mn,, il
perish from the e of the carth which
teey cambaer,  But if the prosent mode of
trentment is continued the pood will die
ol a8 eigaidly as the bl



