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INTRODUCTION BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT

It is difficult for me to write of Jacob Riis only from the public
standpoint. He was one of my truest and closest friends. 1
have ever prized the fact that once, in speaking of me, he said,
“Since I met him he has been my brother.” I have not only
admired and respected him beyond measure, but I have loved
him dearly, and I mourn him as if he were one of my own family.

But this has little to do with what I wish to say. Jacob Riis
was one of those men who by his writings contributed most to
raising the standard of unselfishness, of disinterestedness, of sane
and kindly good citizenship, in this country. But in addition
to this he was one of the few great writers for clean and decent
living and for upright conduct who was also a great doer. He
never wrote sentences which he did not in good faith try to act
whenever he could find the opportunity for action. He was em-
phatically a “doer of the word,” and not either a mere hearer or
a mere preacher., Moreover, he was one of those good men whose
goodness was free from the least taint of priggishness or self-
righteousness. He had a white soul; but he had the keenest
sympathy for his brethren who stumbled and fell. He had the
most flaming intensity of passion for righteousness, but he also
had kindliness and a most humorously human way of looking at
life and a sense of companionship with his fellows. He did not
come to this country until he was almost a young man; but if
I were asked to name a fellow-man who came nearest to being
the ideal American citizen, I should name Jacob Riis.

— From The Outlook, June 6, 1914.



