An ﬁppr’e(:iatinn of Hamlin Garland
' By Theodore Roosevelt

-Hamlin Garland is a man of letters and a man of
action, a lover of nature and a lover of the life of men.
For thirty years he has done good work; and never
‘better work than he is doing now. The forests
and the high peaks, the green prairies and the dry plains,
he knows them as the city man knows his streets
and he brings them vivid before the eyes of the reader.
Moreover, he knows the men and women of the farms,
the cattle-ranchers, and the little raw towns; he knew
the old-time wilderness wanderers in their day; and
their successors, the forest-rangers, the stockmen who
own high-grade cattle, the officers of the law, are his
friends to-day. His heart is tender with sympathy for
those beaten down in the hard struggle for life, and
aflame with indignation against every form of evil and
oppression. Whether the crime be one of cunning or of
brutal violence; whether it be by the rich man against
the poor or by the mob against the doer of justice;
whether it be by the white against the Indian or by the
foul man-beast against the woman—it matters not,
against all alike he bears burning testimony. And
above all, his people are real men and real women; and
those for whom he cares, we, who read of them, grow
likewise to love; and we are more just and gentle tow-
ard our fellow-men, and toward the women who are
our sisters, because of what he has written about them.
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