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Fights between Ironclads,

AM asked to give a chronological list of the engage-

menta that have taken place between ironclads, and to
asaign to the fight of the Huasear and the Chilean ves-
gele, deseribed in the present number of THE CENTURY,
its significance in the record of naval warfare of this
gort. Following is a list of the engagements. Of course
it is nmot a complete list, for ironclads have taken part
in vatious battles where the part they played was in-
significant.

Iron-clad floating batteries were used in the Crimean
war; but they were simply water forts which were used
arainst land forts. The beginning of modern ocean war-
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fare—that is, of ocean warfare in which steam and
armor, the ram, the torpedo, and the high-power gun
are the prime factors—dates from our civil war, The
first and the most important of all engagements between
modern veasels waa the epoch-making fight of the Moni-
for and the Merrimae in Hampton Roads, in Mareh,
1862, Tronclads took part in many other actions in the
civil war, notably off Charleston and Fort Fisher. The
Attanta and the Albemarle were Confederate iron-clad
rams of note, The former was taken in an engagement
with two monitors. The latter was sunk by Cushing's
torpedo-boat. At Mobile Bay monitors took part in
the attack on the iron-clad ram Tennessee.

Next in importance to the ficht between the Merri-



mae kil the Wosiwor comes Tegeithel e great vicbory of
Limsa, whars, Tor the Grl line, sgasdaom of imecluds
feughl pack alber, tho Awririnm oslng the mm with
#Hleet ageiest ther Itslisn foes, This wes in [RGL
aad for the pext thirléeo weara irosclads did werg
litile, Them, in 1550, teok phice the fomous Oghi of
ihe Maassar, 3 well Seacmited i the pressat nember
of Tee CevruRyY, Tn 1BEE therw Tollossd Lka Eaglish
lsirebardsisat of Alsrandeis. [e D01, during o Chilean
clvil war, there occamed some TerF Instmciive actioae
Ieetwern torperdn-honts and irvacluls, & coople of ypeard
latier Dl i Wi b somew sl #lmilas, Bot esiber buelesque,
eivil war in Brazil; aad in 1E4 apd LFDS cocurred the
fighting betwasa the Japazass aml Chinese -l @l
cotsslerablo Agbtiag of the ied chas had talom place
slree that off Lissa

Tha Eght in which [he Noesar wie coagoarm] may
proparly Lo eslled & famons sea-fight. The Hoaserr was
bali in LBES, lees than #ve yoase aller the frel ireeclade
tkat erer Cought—Lka Myadler and tha Herrfieec—
wira bullt, and from iwemty-five ta thirly years befors
the great taklle-shipa which aleas are e habitoally
called @ mirlern & by anperls, ware cohdlructsl. B was
built bwfare some of 1he sSips caguped In Tegolthod's
pea-fght off Lisax in 1584, apd eo wes less fore
midahls &exd leda fudern [kab Lkey ware.  BHor fwo
ekl cppeoeata, the Chilean ironclds, were bulls in
LET4, They ware dimssulie vewels, julpsl by e
molern standards, sod wore probably inferior 1o soeh
an lreaclad ma the New frenndes, whick secved in tha
rnided Sinbes mvy dormg e lxal year of (s civl war,
and Tooght st Fort Flshee. Compared with the Merrinoe
{alikiongh nod with the Now Ironadder), the [Teassar might
e called & podarn o) bul comgared witk the Jeww, sba ia
wiry stlqoated indeed. The pap bebwesn e bewt For-
clids azd the fwreenr =as mach less than the gap be-
tween her and the gaal batlsshipa which fom tba
Bghting-ling @2 the asvies of teday. ko had & easoer
#o drumatic that it wikl always be kept in mind by mea
whe prise instancis of paval beroian mck pg was shown
beth biy her Porevien commaader ned bar Chilesn foer;
et this is ide chief isderest, Her fights have an impsoers
taace, jusl 2a all Brhls lsisees ircaciuls byve an -
poristed, for the siodent of the sewlr formoed and
parily iried armored dects of to-day; bet it is oxbr as
the eapmpermanls during e laler cival war in Chila,
firsd tleb war betwesn Ching and Japas, and the bembard-
ment of Alecnpdria, pomers gn mportance, All of
fhepn Sghla, by tha way, iu:lu]i.i.g thssn ik waleh the
Hugeir 2ok part, are descriSed an lenglh (s Mr. Wil-
pon's @dmirable ook oo« Fronsads in Sctios o and ex-
celleat repuriicoscerning U Meawer's Aphls, and cima-
cernlng the Uritish bombardment of Alennrsdria, mospoe-
itvely, have t=en pubiisked by Liestennnot lnsca and
Cagtain (reedrich af e Taitiel Biales nary.

Homs of these fgits wos i any way &s imporiant ns
ihe fighis in which irorolade took part demag the Ameri-
can caril war, or &4 fhe ssa-fighL lslween Lhe Ausicians
ani Jtalland off Lissa. Thedncoratis betwian the Wok-
war ared the Werremer, boah gemine tranclads marked
i revuiulsn is navsl warfure as complels aa Lhe perulie
tiva which separated 2e ora of row-galleps and kand-
Ro-hand Sghtipg from the ern of =ailingahipa which
malim] mainly oe Dsie artillary. OF Jess impociance,

kb pkill of pread imporiance, was the fight off Lissa, in-
asniek ne i wan the firsl 5= which spmadrons of iroas
clede took part ngeivst esch other, and ihe wraker
Bl won, Tegwithesl with his pom Magahip, an ironelnd,
maling ate of tha baaviesl |dalivy jrosclade,

The Wusacar, like all the enrly armeenl shipa, wea
clud ia iroe; but modesn armored vessels are sheathed
i atewl. Fomabmes bhe srmer & backed with wool,
wirther bra.proaf or pob; sopelimes i & 2ol backed.

Ae yol thu groal medern aovies ore in the experi-
meutel Alage, jiil A8 e sadlitgr mavrees of the seves-
teenth centorr were e the ex catal page. When
& Haylar and Tremp fought Dlaks ard Mopk, the desia
af ol siles consisted of all kizils of veernts, ull of
which tmok part in the mide. Costom had sub crpseal-
lizgd] ke istinction between line-al-batile shipe and
Irigates; indewm, 1hiro wura e hanl-and-fs linm be-
tween the diferent slmsses of ships. Nowadiys, abso,
it is doficelt to draw expct lives of demareation among
Lo Sultiladinms rinsers uf sk for avery grmd ma-
then has experimentod with exeoptloral fypes of eraft,
azd #rery gpreat nation i= apk o beild abaop iis own
jarticubar Ficsa, sven in Lkg sbip classsa which am
pamanod bo moaely all nuthns. CertaSs clearly recog-
nized types, hawever, have appeured. A4 ships bbe vitala
ul which gre daleeded By armar are called armnred
shipa. Hut ibis definitios bas cely & reugh valoe; for
if the armor i very light. it serves o purpsas whatever
agams] modpralaly powirful podern pues. A probecisl
ship in sne whick hea lrside the opter works n sieol deck
nevering ika vilal parta, bot which bas ne mtside groor,
Wirluzlly all modern vessaln o aby diee dme piller
armared ar probectead.

The hesrvy armored albip, the azalogae of the old-eirle
miip of tha lica, i# callil o nlide-ship. Vessals of this
elass nre nsoally frome elght o Afteen thonsazd tors in
Fine, They wre very hmrily srmored, aod carry huge
gzng of from lan o sizlee lackie” oaliber B2 Lhaif Bain
Latiarics, while they bave seceadary batteries of numer-
s pmnller gung, woally rapid-fire, of varving caliber,
The armurml croiser repressnls arsllar Lype, smailer
than the batth-ehip, with Nighter armar sed & lighter,
main haliers, alihoggh her pmcoddiry bailery miy e
aven Bore formidable.  The pretacted erolser i nsonlly
rmuch smalier, aliboogh in exceptional mefarces reasels
of thiz iype, like the Esglish crulssrs Fowerfal aml
Terrible, are s bege as Uie largest baitle-ships. Thess
veasels nagally kave some srmor in the skape of torrets,
bagbeiien, aponscas, of gut-abldd. A commsres-de-
strayer | simphy o large croiser of grest spedd and coald
eadarance, bed commrslivelr lighl srmameat, Bgijt
primarily tn res away raller Lhaa o Gght, the pargssae
Ising to mako war o an enemy's commerze, ard &0 run
from bis bakileships and Aghlog cruisera, The halile-
ghip iz tke mainalay of the asey: 1 1 the Ihl.'- which
must gain coatral of the seas by hefping o desiroy the
sdvermry's feel; it i3 the only skip which can he put
apuiad kin powirful abips oF joweedul fortreases. Tha
biravy crilsar bs baadier snd more seawerthe. [ mey
fght m the line, but iz mare apt o be wpd agninat whips
ol ils own chee, 1ta cheapreas i mhllltp, A8 Soim-
pared with 140 balthe-ghip. are sppseed temake smends
far ni= inferiority = fighting power,

e naid balern, &1l Ui [ypes of vessals grade into



one another. What are called second-class battle-ships
in one navy may be called armored cruisers in another.
Thus, in Mr. Laird Clowes’s admirable little «Naval
Pocket Book » we find all but one of the modern Spanish
armor-clads classed as armored cruisers; yet they are
really heavier vessels, both as regards tonnage, armor,
and armament, than are the Teras and the Maine,! which
we call second-class battle-ships, although Mr. Clowes
counts the Maine also as a cruiser. Among the new ships
building for the German navy there seema to be literally
no difference between the battle-ships and the armored
cruisers, so called, except that the latter are a little
smaller, their armor a little thinner, and their guns

somewhat fewer,
Theodore Eoosevelf,



