ROOSEVELT TAKES UP
THE COST OF LIVING

High Prices Not Caused by Re-
publicans, He Says, and Stim-
son Will Help Cure Them.

FINISHES HIS STATE TOUR

Has Big and Enthusiastic Meetings
from Albion to Buffalo-—-Will
Hurry On to lowa.

BUFFALO, N. Y., Nov. 1.—The Repub-
lican Party is not responsible for the high
cost of living, Col. Roosevelt asserted in’
a campalgn speech here to-night. Iis
declaration on  this subjéct, concerning.
which he has said little previously dur-:
ing the canipaign, was made first at Niag- |
ara Falls late this afternoon, and again
it Buffalo to-night, at- the close of his
last speaKking tour over the State of the
present campaign.

Col. Roosevelt made hils first spesch of
the day at Albion, going thence to Lock-
port, and on to Niagara Falls and Buffalo.,
More enthusiasm was shown during his
tour to-day than on almost any other 4ay
of his campalgn. Everywhere he was
welcomed by crowds, and the demonstra-
tions at Niagara Falls and in Buffalo
were notable ones. Oniy a small fraction
of those who wanted to hear him could
squeeze into the theatre at Niagara Falls.
The others blocked the street and cheered
until he made a speech on the corner.

When he arrived in Buffalo crowds
lined the streets and cheered as he drove

from the station to his hotel. HHe spoke
in the Broadway Arsenal here to-night,
and then Convention Hall, both times to
great crowds. After the second rally he
started for New York, whenoe he is to
depart for Iowa threes hours after his ar-
rival there in ;‘.he morning.

Argument on High Prices.

In his speech here to-night Col. Roose-
velt said: .

‘“The man against us—well, the rTeal
man against us is AMr. Murphy. Mr.
AMurphy's nominee, Mr. Dix, has no publlo
record, and as to his private record he ap-
parently wishes to establish an alibi. Mr.
Stimson has spoken every night in every
section of this State, and he wishes the
people to judge him by what he says and
by what hhe has done.

“I call your attention, as showing
Harry Stimson’s straightforwardness, to
the way he has dealt with the question
of the high cost of living, which is one
of the arguments advanced by our op-
ponents as the reason for putting Tam-
many Hall in power at Albany.

** Fourteen vears ago I was in Bulfalo
speaking in the campaign for Mr. AMcKin-
ley against Mr. Bryan, and at that time
our opponents held the Republicans re-

sponsible because prices were tQo low,
You remember that Mr. Bryan's great
complaint was that we never would get
wheat up to the dollar limit., Now, four-
teen years after, the complaint is that
prices are too high.

““ Real suffering has unquestionably
been caused by the fact that prices have
gone up, that the cost of living has in-
creased. A demagogue in Henry Stim-
son's place would have promised that
impossible results &ould follow his suc-
cess, and our opponents play the dema-
gogue part, for they say we are to blame
for high prices, and that i{f they are put
in power prices will 'be madeée low. They
know that what they promise they cannoth
perform.

‘*“ Ag Mr. Stimson peinted out the other
night, there has been a worldwide move-
ment toward higher prices during the
past few vyears, a movement due to
various causes, some of which undoubt-
edly will be changed by time. It is not
in 1ts essence a movement that affects
only this country. It affects other coun-
tries just as it affects ours. Neverthe-
less, there are oune or two artificial causes
that in given cases in our own country
tend to make prices improperly high, in
ways that it is possible that we can
cure.”

Stimpson Wouald Curb Trusts.

Col. Roosevelt I}))Oll‘lteﬁ out that W. A.
Huppuch, Mr. ixX's partner, now the
Democratic State Chairman, had tried to
have the tariff on wall paper, in which
Mr. Dix was interested, made higher,
and Mr. Dix was now saying that the
tariff was partly responsible for high
prices. That, the Colonel sald, showed
insincerity on Mr. Dix’s part.

**T have no question,”” he continued,
“ but that sometimes big combinations,
big trusts_ have raised prices. Well, no
man in this country has taken more ef-
fective action against those blg trusts
during the same length of time than Harry
Stimson did while he was District Attor-
ney in New York, As a result every oig
finanecial corporation of the type that we
speak of as a trust is now doing all it can
to back up Mr. Dix and to oppose Mr.
Stimson. If Harry Stimson were not a
menace to the blg trusts you would not
find every big trust-controlled newspaper
of New York City against him. If Mr.
Dix wag not wanted in office by the great
cuyrporations., which have more effect in
raising the high prices of living than any
other agency of purely National, as dis-
tinguished from International, sianificance
vou would not find them supporting Mr.
Dix as eagerly as they are supporting him
in this campaign.

“ It was not untll I became President
that the first really serious effqrt was
made to enforce the anti-trust law. And
while, as was perfectly inevitable in the
beginning of a crusade of that kind, we

[

sometimes failed, and while it was phy-
gically impossible for us to take up with

: the limfted means we had at our disposal,

more than a small fraction of the cases
that we would have liked to take up, vet
we did accomplish a very great deal. We
fought suit after suit to a successful con-
clusion, and we made both the inter-State
commerce law and the anti-trust law
realities and not shams.

Trusts Have Attacked the Colon‘el.

“ Who have been the people who have
attacked me mozt violently? The plain
people or the men who represent the
trusts? It is the representatives of the
great corporations, their representatives
in the press, thelr representatives in pub-
lic life, their representatives in private'l
lite, the big corporations’ lawyers; and
Harry Stimson'is naturaly feared byv the

eat combinations which are either

oing an lllegal business or which are
£0 close up to the edge of an lllegal busi-
ness that they are elweys afraid they
will be hauled up for stepping over the
line, and by the corporations which if not
doing anything {llegal, nevertheiess are
enjoying spccial privilege which ought to
be made illezal.

** Those corporations whom Stimson has
hurt are all against him. We happened
to {find ocut the other day, for Instance,
that this Brooklyn Cooperage Corporation,
which he had fined, I think, to the extent
of some $§70,000, was through one of its
high officers doing everything it could
t0o secure the election of Mr. Dix, Well,
now I think it perfectly natural that a
blg law-breaking corporation which ia
fined $70,000, should coppose Stimson. But
in that case I think decent geople should
ask why he is being opposed.” |

Col. Roosevelt sald that the corpora-
tions which Mr. Stimson had causzed to
be fined, in the aggregate, nearly $4,000,-
000, could well afford to payv a considera-
ble per ceni. of that amount to prevent
Stimson’s clection. Mr. Stimson, he said,
was the man who was most likely to ob-
tain some measure of relief from high
pr_lcgii. d t teil * h

y mson cesn’ e oqu,"’ e sald,
““ that if elected he can pusit. a stop to the
high cost of living; he cannot, and no
one else can. But he does say that on
certain big necessities, by carrying out
the course of action that he has consist-
ently carried out in public life, a certain
improvement can here and there be made
as regards certain commodities controlled
by great trusts.'”

Al Lockposrt ('0l. Roosevelt said: * You
don’t have to he afraid of a dictator who
has no power except as the people behind
him give it to him. I haven't one bit of
power except as you and people like vou-

‘give." The Colonel had been saying .that

some of his opponents thought he wan
tobe a d_ictator of the Unitgd‘sta,test:_—-- F‘?E
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